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THE 


[PLATFORM 


O F 
HRISTIANITY. 
BEING 


The GENTRAI HEADS of the 
ROTESTANT RELIGION, 
As Profeſſed in * 


. 1 The CHURCH of ENGL AN D, 


hi ho IRE 


Set 5 in the Words yo the 1 nine 


18 into Dis RAGRAPHS in 155 1 
of a CAT ECHISM: To which are added, 
SCRIPTURE PRooFrs. 


WIrH a PREFACE 


EY Concerning the preſent Defection from 'the Chriſ- 


tian Faith; and ſome Conſiderations humbly 
offered towards reconciling Mens different Opi- 
nions about Predeſtinatim, mentioned in the 
Seventeenth ARTICLE. : 


By a Country Clergyman. 


Hold faſt the form of ſound words— 2 Tim. i. 2, 

Alt was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort 
you, that ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the ſaints. Fae 3. 


— : 


OD Q&A: 
Printed by M. Downxino, i in Bartholometu-Cloſe. 1744. 


PREFACE. 


and too grievous not to be greatly 

lamented by all ſerious People, that 
the Chriſtian Cauſe is much upon the De- 
cay; and has for many Years paſt loſt 
Ground among us, both in its moral Pre- 
cepts and religious Duties, and in its pe- 
culiar fundamental Principles, whereby 
Chriſtianity is diſtinguiſhed from all 
other Religions in the World, and by 
which it infallibly inſures eternal Life to 
all its ſincere Votaries: whereas other 
Schemes of Devotion ſerve only to be- 
tray the deluded Proſelytes. 
"i DRE - XP” Princi- 


1 is too evidently true to be denied, 


N 

Principles and Practices mutually in- 
fluence one another; evil and carnal Con- 
verſation corrupt and bribe the Judg- 
ment into Compliance with it: And as 
puddled Fountains always ſend forth im- 
pure Streams ; depraved Opinions or 
Principles, cannot produce that Purity 


and Holineſs of Heart and Life, without 


which no man ſhall ſee the Lord 
We are therefore obliged to our Fore- 
fathers, for ſetting up Way-marks for us; 
collecting the principal and moſt abſo- 
lutely neceſſary Things to Salvation, into 


ſummary Articles, as a Clue to guide us 


through the Errors of the Times, that 
we miſs not our Way, it we diligently 
attend thereunto, as we are commanded 
to do: Stand ye in the ways and ſee ; 

aſk for the old paths, where is the good 
way, and walk therem— Enquire, I pray 

thee, of the former age— Aſk thy father, 
and he will ſhew thee; thy elders, and 
they will teach the“ Go thy way forth by 
the footſteps of the flock, and feed thy kids 
belfdes the ſhepherds tents — That thou 
mayſt walk in the ways of good men, and 
keep the paths of the righteous. But alas! 
we have gone aſide, and departed from 


the- 
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the Pattern formed for us in the Mount; 
we are fallen away from the Faith which 
ab once deliwered unto the ſaints, and by 


which alone we are to be ſaved. 
Beſides Papiſts, Deiſts, Arians, Soci- 
nians and Scepticks, who openly re- 
nounce, or ſecretly corrupt the funda- 
mental Doctrines of the Chri/tzan Faith; 
it is but too certain, that the Bulk or 
Generality of other profeſſed Chriſtians 
and Proteſtants, uninſtructed in the Prin- 
ciples of the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 


through Ignorance or Inattention to what 
is taught in the Oracles of God, con- 


cerning the ſinful and miferable State of 
Man by the Fall, his utter Inability to 
recover himſelf, and his native Impoten- 
cy for every Thing that is ſpiritually 
Good; do caſt away, or utterly neglect 
the Goſpel Remedy: They content them- 
ſelves with a certain Form or Name of 
Religion, without applying by Faith and 
with all poſſible Earneſtneſs to the Son 
of God, for the Benefits of his redeem- 
ing Love, and for fure Intereſt in the in- 


conceivable Privileges, and unſearchable 


Riches laid up for Sinners in the New 
Covenant, procured by the Death, and 
13 revealed 


CET]. 


revealed in the Goſpel of Chriſt, upon y 
which alone our Hope of Salvation is 
founded. For on this Foundation, the 


infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, 


in perfect Harmony with his infinite Juſ- 
tice, moſt graciouſly contrived our Re- 


demption ; Thzs ts the Lord's doing, and 


ſhould be marvellous in our eyes. 
The renewing Influence and Co-ope- 


ration of the Holy Ghoſt, purchaſed and 


promiſed by Chriſt, to begin and to carry 
on the Work of Sanctification in our 


Souls, to render us meet for the beatifick _ 


Viſion of God, is ſlighted, almoſt forgot, 


and ſometimes blaſphemed and treated 
with Buffoonery by too many ; and yet 
without his divine Aid, the feeble Efforts 


of corrupt Man can ariſe no higher, than 


to a certain Pitch of ſpecious Formality, 


or vain Shew of Piety, that cannot ex- 


ceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes or 
Phariſees, who ſhall in no caſe enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Fallen Man's natural Abilities, without 
the Grace of God's Holy Spirit, are /ame 
Wings that can riſe to no great Heighth, 
but toon grow weary and fall back again; 
or Wings (as an ancient Author ow) 
8 With- 


* r A . oo 


XV. 4.5. 


| pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. 
Sufficient of 'ourſekves to think any thing 


(vi) 


without Air to bear them up, which 

may ſerve to hop on the Ground only, 

but cannot ſoar aloft to fly Heaven-ward : 

ſo that whatever poor wretched Man's 

vain Labour and boaſting Pretences may 
be in this State, he ſtill remains earthy, 
ſinful and ſenſual, not having the ſpirit ; 
and if any man have not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his. All our Eſſays 
and Attempts in our own Strength alone, 
to reform and renew ourſelves, prove as 
ineffectual, as a deceitful Bow (the Pro- 
phet's Compariſon) that looks fit for 
| Buſineſs, but when it is bent and drawn, 


drops the Arrow at the Archer's Feet, 
That we cannot bring forth acceptable 
Fruits to the Glory of God, without the 


Co-operation of the divine Spirit, is abun- 


dantly confirmed in Holy Writ. From 
me (faith the Lord) is thy frut found, 
Ho. xiv. 8. As the branch cannot bear 


fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine; 


no more can ye, except ye abide in me— 
for without me ye can do nothing, John 

It is God which worketh in you 
both to awill and to do according to his good 
Not that we are 


A 4 Re, as 


8 


"4 viii ) 


os of our ſelves: + but our ſufficiency is of * ac 


Goa, 2 Cor. iii. 5. Likewiſe the ſpirit 
alſo helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
not what we ſhould pray for as we ought ; 
but the ſpirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for 
us, with groanings which cannot be utter- 
ed, Rom. viii. 26. 

This is no other Doctrine than what 
all the Clergy in England have ſubſcribed 
to, which we ought not to hold 7% and 
looſe ; we mult not dare to diſſemble nor 
prevaricate in the Preſence of God, nor 
vow to deceive, when we ſolemnly atteſt 
our Aſſent and Conſent to this Truth, 
vi. That the Condition of Man after 
« the Fall of Adam is ſuch, that he can- 
« not turn and prepare himſelf by his 
own natural Strength and good Works 
to Faithand Callingupon God. Where- 


cc 
40 


cc 


Works pleaſant and acceptable unto 
“God, without the Grace of God by 
« Chriſt preventing us, that we may 
% have a good Will, 49d working with 
us when we have that good Will.“ 
Art. X. 

In reality, it fares no better with the 
Atonement and Satisfaction made by the 


fore we have no Power to do good 


„Seti 


18 rn 
gare 


175 is not leſs neglected, nor any more re- 
10% garded or ſought for, than the ſanctify- 


bt ; 


Sacrifice of the 


XI. 


(n) 
Death of Chriſt, which 


ing Influences of the Holy Spirit. A 
lively operative Faith in his expiatory 


Sufferings and Interceſſion at the right 


Hand of God, is that alone which can 
give ſolid Peace and Comfort. It is in, 
and through his beloved Son only, that 
we can be accepted of the Father and 


juſtified; in whom we have redemption 


through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, 
according to the riches of his grace. 
We are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the Merits of our Lord 
* and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and 
* not for our own Works or Deſervings. 
«© Wherefore that we are juſtified by 
“ Faith only, is a moſt wholſome Doc- 
te trine, and very full of Comfort.“ Art. 
Good Works cannot put away 
* our Sins, nor endure the Severity of 
* God's Judgment.” Art. XII. © Works 
done before the Grace of Chriſt, and 
the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not 
pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they 
* {pring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt 
neither do they make Men meet to 


A 5 receive 


* 


* receive Grace or (as the School Au- an 


* thors ſay) deſerve Grace of Congruity : 


cc 


cc 


they have the Nature of Sin.” Art. 
XIII. And yet Self-Righteouſneſs, or a 
cuſtomary Round of formal Duties, and 
negative Holineſs, have taken Place of 


Chriſt and of his Righteouſneſs by Faith, 


In the Minds of too many ; which ſerve 


only to prop up carnal Security and falſe 


Confidence for a while, but at laſt will 


end in Shame and Conkation, 

They propoſe to break off their moſt 
enormous Immoralities, 
that fit uneaſieſt on their Minds, and 


then flatter themſelves with undoubted 


Hope of Salvation, without recourſe to 
_ renewing Grace, and the alone ſufficient 
and atoning Merits of our Saviour : They 
truſt to their own Strength, they confide 
in their own Goodneſs, and in I know 
not what unpromiſed Mercy of God; 

they quit the peculiar and eſſential Prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel, and thereby exclude 
themſelves from the Promiſes of it, and 
the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus ; 

and 


yea, rather for that they are not done 
* as God hath willed and commanded 1 it 
them to be done, we doubt not but 


or the Crimes 


18 
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ded 
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(aw) 
Au- and yet take it into their Heads (which 


is a little amazing) to think and call 
themſelves Chriſtians, without Chriſtia- 
nity, and Members of the Church, not- 


withſtanding they have moſt notoriouſly 


forſaken the fundamental Doctrines of it, 
even thoſe very Doctrines or Principles, 
whereby Chriſtians in general can be tru- 
ews, Turks, or 


ly diſtinguiſhed from 7, 
Heathens. For when People relinquiſh ; 


> theſe, the moſt eſſential Principles of the 
| Chriſtian Faith, then ſurely they are no 


longer Chriſtians : In Fact and Reality, 
they can have no Religion at all, or only 
one of their own deviſing, quite foreign 


to true Chriſtianity. 


Who that judgeth impartially can 


think but that this is turning again into 


Heatheniſin, under the Covert of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion? It is introducing 
a ſort of new Goſpel, or forging out an- 
other kind of Religion, different from 
and oppoſite to that which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles taught us. An Innovation ! 
which at the Peril of forfeiting all our 
Hopes, both Clergy and Laity are bound 
to ſhun and deteſt. The Apoſtles ſpeak 
out, and tell us without Reſpect of Per- 

ſons, 
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(xi) 


ſons, how the Preachers, Abetters, and gec- 
Promoters of it, ought to be accounted ſtle, 


of, whoever they be. Gal. i. 8,9. Though pro 


we or an angel from heaven preach any Au. 
other goſpel unto you, than that which we the 


have preached unto you, let him be ac- 


curſed. As wwe ſaid before, ſo ſay J now 


. ogain, if any man preach any other goſ- 


pel unto you, than that ye have recerved, 
let him be accurſed. 2 John ix. 10, II. 
Whoſoever tranjgreſſeth, and abideth not in 
the doctrine of Chriſt, hath not God : be 
that abideth in the dofrine of Chriſt, he 
hath both the Father and the Son. If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this doc- 
tr:ine, receive him not into your houſe, nci- 
ther bid him God ſpeed. For he that bid- 
deth him God feed, is partaker of his 
evil deeds. e 

It is too obvious to paſs unobſerved, 
that we have been deviating more and 
more from the Faith and Practice of our 


holy Religion and true Chriſtianity, ever 


{ince we began to flide inſenſibly into 


Degeneracy from the Simplieity of the 


Goſpel, and ſuffered fine- ſpun cobweb , 
Speculations, in a great Meaſure, to thruſt 


out the plain and moſt neceſſary Doctrine 
of Chriſt our Saviour; and more of Se- 
Nec 


Pra 


Fat 
Ho 
of 


(xi) 


and 5 Kea the Heathen, than of Paul the Apo- 
ited ſtle, to take place in the Compoſures 


2 


provided for the Edification of Chriſtian 


any Audiences: laying the greateſt, and often 
dee the whole Streſs, upon external moral 
ac- Practice. inſhmndcd that 7u/rrfication by 
197 Faith, the Neceſſity of Renovation by the 


Ve 
ed, 
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he 
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Holy Spirit, and of obtaining Remiſſion 
of Sins and Reconciliation by the Merits 
and Sacrifice of our Medtator's Death; 

feem to be but little inſiſted on: and 
conſequently are become, as it were, an 


unheard-of new Dorne, or uninte! lligi- 


ble Terms, in too many Places. 


„It is manifeſt that we have loſt Ground 
very faſt, ſince we allo departed from, 


and it is like diftruited, the perſuaſive 
Strength of divine . I mean, 
the convincing Truths, the powerf ful Mo- 


tives, and the Doctrine of the Croſs of 
Chriſt, which the Scrip!ircs teach us in 


their own native firivle Dreſs. Theſe 


are the appointed Weapo: 15 of our miniſ- 


terial Warfare, and mghty through God, 
to the pulling down of ſtrong-holas, "caſting 


down imaginations, and every high thing 


that exalteth itſelf again} the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every 


70 bought to the obedience of Chriſt, What 


elſe 


( xiv ) 


cure his Poſſeſſion of their Hearts ? What 
1s it that can overcome the ſtrong Oppo- 
fition which our ghoſtly Enemies make 
againſt the Salvation of Men, and their 
unwearied Endeavours to divert our Faith 


Means or Weapons that are mighty and 
powerful to this End, by the Appoint- 
ment and Bleſſing of God ? 

How cold, dry, and dead are thequaint, 
elegant, and polite Forms of Speeches in 
the Explication of ſpiritual Things ; and 
in our ſerious Applications to the Spirits 
of Men, in a Matter of Life and Death, 
where Clearneſs and Ardor are more be- 
coming than ſtudied Eloquence : Divine 
Subjects are beſt explained in the Style 
of the Holy Scriptures ; it is not poſſible 
to declare the Things of God fo proper- 
ly, as in the Language God revealed 
them; all other Dictions fall infinitely 


{hort 


and Obedience from Chriſt, but the very 


elſe is there that can pull down the Strong- ſhor 
holds of Sin and. Satan ; the deep-rooted facre 
Prejudices, the beloved Luſts, the vain grin: 
Imaginations and carnal Reaſonings , uner 
which ſwell the Minds of Men with fhou 
high Thoughts and proud Conceits ; flow 
whereby they give to the grand Adver- Stre 
fary all the Advantages he deſires, to ſe- gre: 
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( xv ) 
pong. ſhort of the Force and Majeſty of the 
oted facred Writings. As the Preacher's Doc- 
vain grine ſhould always comport with that 
gs, unerring Rule, his very Words and Style 
vith ſhould every where ſavour of, and over- 
its; flow with thoſe living and inexhauſtible 
ver- Streams of Truth. An Author of very 
ſe- great Note obſerves, © That if we con- 
hat “ fider God as the Creator of Souls, and 
po- „ fo likelieſt to know the Frame, and 
e © Springs, and Nature of his own Work- 
eir “ manſhip; we ſhall make but little 
ith * Difficulty to believe, that in the Book. 
Ty © written for, and addreſſed to Men, he. 
nd © hath employed very powerful and ap- 
t- © propriated Means to work upon them. 
« And in Effect, there is a ſtrange Mov- 
It, „ ingneſs, and, if the Epithet be not too 
in „ bold, a kind of heaveniy Magick, to 
1d © be found in ſome Paſſages of the Scrip- 
ts © ture, which is to be ſound no where 
h, © elſe; and will not eaſily be better ex- 
- preſſed than in the proper Terms of 
e © the Scripture.” For the Word of God 
le is quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
e any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the 
- dividing aſunder of foul and ſpirit, and 
4 of the joints and marrow, and is a diſ- 
* e 
t 


(xvi) 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. 

What other Means ſo likely as the 
Words of God, for the Spirit-of God to 
operate by effecually, to beget new Life 
in the Souls of Men, dead in Treſpaſles 
and Sins, For Words alone, however 
ornamental and beautiſul or cogent they 
may be, yet unaccompanied with divine 
Power, cannot enliven the Dead, nor 
enlighten the Blind. A ſkilful Limner 
may indeed repreſent the Beauty and Co- 
lours of the rareſt Flowers to Admiration, 
but cannot add the Scent and Fragrancy, 
cannot give Heat and Light to painted 
Fire and Flame, nor Life to the beſt 
drawn Picture of Man : The Rhetorick, 
and ſyllogiſtical Theorems of the fineſt 
Orators, however prettily they may portray 
all the Limbs oi a whole Body of Di- 
vinity, yet can never of themſelves inſpire 
the leaſt Glimpſe of true heavenly Light, 
or real ſaving Knowledge, nor infuſe the 
Beginnings of ſpiritual Life into the Heart 

of Sinners; until they are irradiated by 
the Spirit of God, and bleſſed with that 
Unctiom from the Holy One, which, as 
the Apoſtle ſays, reacheth all things, The 
Soul 


Soul 


ſecre 
new 
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Spirit. 


F 
Soul and Eſſence of ſpiritual Truths, the 
ſecret Myſteries of the divine Life, of the 
new Nature and Formation of Chriſt in 
our Hearts, delivering us from the Power 
of Darkneſs, and tranſlating us into his 
own Kingdom, cannot be truly under- 


ſtood, nor the Power and Savourineſs of 


them truly felt and reliſhed, till they are, 
as it were, incorporated in us by the Spi- 
rit of God, and our Souls awakened into 
the Life of them; with how much Ex- 
cellency of Speech ſoever they are treat- 
ed of or preached, it is all a dead Letter, 
a ſounding Braſs, or tinkling Cymbal : 


the ſacred Truths ſtill remain as un- 


known, or as illegible Characters, until 
that Spirit which at firſt endited them 
deciphers the ſame, and by his ſecret 
Whiſpers in the Hearts of Men, com- 


ments upon and applies them to their 
Souls: From hence it falls out, that ma- 


ny have been acquainted with the Letter 


of the Scriptures, even in the Original 
Languages, that never felt the renewing 
e 


and faving Influence of them, becau 
they never underſtood them in the Lan- 


guage, Light and Power of the Holy 
This 


( xvii ) 


This Illumination and ſpiritual Know- 
ledge in divine Things, is the Urim that 
experimentally teacheth every true Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, to turn others from Er- 


rors and Darkneſs to the Truth and 
Light of the Goſpel ; for the great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of Souls never ſends the 


Blind to guide the Blind, that both may 


fall into the Ditch. Nothing leſs than 
the Power of God's Spirit, accompany- 


ing the ſincere and plain Preaching of the 
genuine Goſpel Doctrines, can propagate | 


and eſtabliſh it in our Souls. Over- 
weening Fondneſs for popular Applauſe, 


and Fame for eloquent Speaking, the low 


Game of weak and vain Minds, mui 
then be baniſhed, not to become flat 


homely and barbarous, but to come as 


near the Pattern ſet us by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles as poſſible ; if we deſire to ſec 
the powerful Influence of divine Truth: 
on the Minds and Manners of the Peo- 
ple. 


truſted to the Force of ornamental Speech- 


es, ſublime lofty Notions, urging moral 
Precepts only, adorned with fine Turn 


and the Flouriſh of enticing Words © to 


When we gradually turned aſide, and 


human 


man 


( xix ) 


human Eloquence, or a pompous Shew 
of polite and refined Reaſoning, and ela- 
- borate Orations, the Lite of Godlineſs 
- impaired viſibly ; this Paint darkened the 


Light, and amidſt theſe ſplendid Trijles 
we have almoſt loſt the Goſpel : which 


yet fail not to gratify the Fancy and cap- 
tivate the Ear of the Curious, but do in 


no wife demoliſh the Kingdom of Dark- 


neſs, nor promote the Salvation of Men, 


nor true Godlineſs as it is in Jeſus; on 

the contrary, have weakened the Power, 

- and corrupted the Purity of our holy Re- 
ligion. 1 


I fay, it is manifeſt to all the World, 


that ever ſince we gradually neglected to 
provide our Armour from the Scriptures 


of Truth, the mighty Weapons of our 


Warfare, and left the plain Method and 
Spirit, and therewith the moſt neceſſary 
fundamental Doctrines of the Goſpel, that 
Religion has been much upon the De- 


cline among us; we have not ſucceeded 
in the Work and War of the Lord; In- 


fidelity and Deiſin, practical Atheiſm and 
open Profaneneſs, Irreligion and groſs 


Ignorance, have increaſed, and broke in- 


to the Church like a Deluge: The Bleſ- 
ſing 


(x) 
ſing of God ſeems in a great Meaſure to] 
be withholden, and his Spirit withdrawn! i 
from us. Be 

It is from our forſaking the Fountain 
and Source of ſound Knowledge, that 


firr 


many have erred concerning the faith, n 


and led the unwary Vulgar, in Crowds, C 
to Miſtakes of the greateſt Danger, and 27 
which nearly relate to their Salvation and 80 
the Ground of their Hope. I preſume Ki 
therefore, it never was more ſeaſonable 21: 


to warn all Men to mind our Saviour's I. 
Caution, Take heed what you hear ; and | - 
what the Apoſtle adds, Prove all thing; Fir 
Held faſt that which is good : leſt in 2 40 

Matter of fo great Moment as our eter- n 
nal Walfare, we embrace Falſhood for Tuc 
Faith, and reſt our Hope on a treache- ang 
rous Bottom. This ſhould teach both 5% 
the Clergy and Laity Precaution and Care 3, 
in a Caſe which ſo highly Concerns them It 
He that hath my word, let him fheak in ple 
word faithfully : what is the chaff to th: it r 
wheat ? ſaith the Lord. Jer. xxiii. 28 pra 
It avails not to be fed with Chaff, o gur 
ſapleſs Diet in a lordly Diſh. ton 
Many poor Souls are inſenſibly beguil- / 

ed by the pernicious Errors of the Time Th. 


to 


[-.. ( xxi ) 

to their utter Ruin, for want of Care and 
diſcerning Judgment, or for want of 
being better inſtructed betimes in the 
am Things of God. I may venture to af- 


to 
WII 


hat firm, that the Doctrine which contributes 


th, not ſome Way or other to lead us to 
'ds, Chri/t, or confirm us and build us up in 
Him, cannot truly profit and comfort the 
and Souls of Men, or prepare them for the 
"= Kingdom of Heaven. Our Intereſt in 
ble Him by Faith is our preſent Safety, and 
ur ſure Hope of future Glory: the Joy that 
and refults from this is our Conſolation and 
"8" Strength, that can make us Proof againſt 
CO Temptations and Troubles in Life, 
ter. and againſt the Terrors of Death and 
fo! Judgment. Chriſt is our Life, Light, 
he. and Strength, our Righteouſneſs and our 
Salvation; through him we joy in God, 
by «whom we have received the atonemenit. 
Tt is in Chriſt alone that God is well 
//- pleaſed with us: In Him (the Beloved) 
'T - it pleaſes God to accept our Perſons, 
29 Prayers and Obedience, notwithſtanding 
> © ourill Deſerts and the Failures that cleave. 

to us: Through him we are bleſſed with 
ul % ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places. 
me There is no room to hope for grace and 

e peace 


N 
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peace to be multiplied unto us, but through yo 
the knowledge of God and our Lord Jeſus der 


o 


Chriſt : In his Blood we are waſhed from Re 
all our Sins; and through his reſurrection we 
rom the dead, we are begotten again into Mi 
a lively hope, to an inheritance incorrup- C01 
tible and undefiled, and that fadeth not the 
away, reſerved in heaven for us. My the 
beloved is mine, and J am his, is the pio 
Chriſtian's All in all, and comprehends dun 
every thing: for in our being his, is ſum- the 
med up all our Duties; and in his being thei 
ours, is ſummed up all our Happineſs. Far 
Oh ! how comes it then to paſs we hear Tha. 
no more of it? But it will not be born #ha; 
with to complain, that this is too ſeldom fe, 
inculcated. ſhal 

Under ſo great a Defection from the 461 
Chriſtian Faith, that is but too evident I. 
in our Times, and too melancholy a Sub- the 
ject to be largely inſiſted on, it is hoped heir 
the ſerious Part of Mankind will not and 
think it improper nor unſeaſonable, to Witt 
produce the Standard of the Sanctuary, ſo g 
and lay open the ſeveral Articles of our J 
common Faith, as Chriſtians and Proteſt- Jecti 
ants, to every one's View, in as convin- X9V 
cing a Light and diſtinct a Manner as Go] 


4 (xxii) 

5 yoffible, with their proper Proofs from 
cripture ; that ſuch as have any ſerious 
n Regard for the Safety of their Souls, and 
n ie not reſolved to proceed blindly in 
to Miſtakes or Errors of the moſt pernicious 
þ- Conſequence, may conſider from whence 
of they are fallen and repent, and return to 
ſy the good old Way and the Faith of their 
1e pious Anceftors ; to prevent betimes the 
ds diſmal Sh!pwrack and Diſappointment of 
n- their Hope, that muſt inevitably enſue 
ag their reſting upon a falſe Foundation : 
s. For other 3 can no man lay than 
ar that is laid, which is Chriſt Jeſus. He 
rn That believeth on the fon, hath everlaſting 
m life, and he that believeth not the ſon, 
ſhall not fee hife ; but the wrath of God 
he abideth on him. 
ent It may be obſerved to our Terror, that 
\þ- the worſt of all the various and moſt 
ed heinous Sins which abound in the World, 
not and the whole Sum of them all together, 
to With their greateſt Aggravations, do not 
ry, ſo grievouſly provoke the moſt High and 
our jealous God, as ſetting at nought and re- 
eſt· Jecting the brighteſt Glories of the New 
in- Covenant, diſplayed on purpoſe in the 
as Goſpel to engage the Affections of Men. 
ble, + | What, 


( xxiv ) ; 
What, in the Nature of Things, can beſia 
ſo heinouſly provoking, as ſpurning at oi 
deſpiſing the moſt remarkable Pledges o if 
the Kindneſs and Love of God our Sa. Sa- 
viour towards Men that ever appeared, boi 
which the very Angels ſtand wonderinz tur 
at; and lighting diſdainfully the moi the 
invaluable Bleſſings, dearly purchaſed bj clu 
the Blood and Agonies of the dying Re fyi 
deemer ; whereby it pleaſed God to pro pri 
vide a full and ſufficient Remedy for the gr 
Sins of all the World, freely offered t W. 
the worſt of Sinners? Such unheard-O Þr 
Love deſpiſed and trampled on, muſt ft ha 
up unexampled Wrath. fir 
The Jews in former Days often offend ./e! 
ed God, and were often viſited for thei: all 
Iniquities ; but the ſevereſt and moi! 7 
dreadſul of all Judgments, was ſtill ir 27 
Reſerve, and not inflicted upon them til 8! 
the Beginning of the Goſpel Days, wher # 
they ſtumbled at the Corner-ſfone ani ®f 
Rock of our Salvation; ſeeking r1ghteou/ 1 
neſs or juſtification, as it were, by thi © 
_ works of the Law, and their own Obſer- V 
vances, being ignorant (as the Apoſtl Y 
ſays) of God's righteouſneſs, and goin; n 
about to eftabliſh their own righteouſneſs tl 
.  ſubmittei 


( xxv ) 


an beſhmitted not themſelves unto the righte- 
at o8uſneſs of God by Faith in Chriſt ; which 
res off they had done, their ſhedding of the 
r Sa. Saviour's Blood, and putting Him that 
ared bought them to cruel Death and Tor- 
eriny ture, would have been freely forgiven 
mo them. They were ſo far from being ex- 
d bj cluded from pardoning Mercy for cruci- 
Re. fying the Lord of Glory, that they were 
pro. Privileged with the very firſt and moſt 
r th: gracious Tender of the Redemption for 
ed te Which He ſuffered. Being children of the 
rd- prophets and of the covenant which God 
ſt ſti bad made with their fathers, unto them 

firſt, God having raiſed up his fon TFeſus, 
fend. ſent him to bleſs them (that is, to offer to 
thei; all of them the Redeemer's Blefling) 27 
moi Turning away every one of them from their 
ill ir nquities, that they might be freely for- 
n til given and juſtified from all things, from 
wher which they could not be juſtified by the law 
and Of Moſes; for Chriſt was delivered (unto 
04. Death) for our offences, and was raiſed 
f again for our juſtification : But they 
bſer. Would not relinquiſh their ſuperſtitious 
oft! and carnal Confidence in external Ordi- 
70111; ances, to become willing Diſciples to 
2 the Doctrine of Chriſt, and to look for 
tte 5 A Gr acc, 


( xxvi ) ; 
Grace, Mercy and Acceptance with God th | 
through ' obedient, humble and fiducia V 
Dependence upon Chriſt and his Righ- Ave, 
teouſneſs, the Goſpel Condition of Par: ſuc! 
don and Peace, and the Way which aw? 
God hath appointed to juſtify the Un- Nat 
_ godly. All this they made light of, and con 
utterly refuſed ; and then, I fay, it was, mu 
that they were utterly cut off from be- WI 
ing a People unto God, and from all the Obe 
ſacred Privileges, which they enjoyed mo 
above the reſt of the World: and were ed 
made a Curſe, a Terror, a Reproach and and 
By- word to all Nations; the diſmal State to! 
which their unhappy Offspring abide in, of! 
ſtupidly blind and inſenſible to this Day, Jed 
We all know that they were at firſt Har 
moſt highly favoured. God choſe them Sor 
from all others for his own peculiar Peo- © 
ple, and became their God, their King 7 
and Father: But when they finally broke NM 
with Him, by their Refuſal to ſubmit to 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, by Faith in e 
the propitiatory Sacrifice of his Death, 


which then were clearly laid open before * 


them in the Goſpel, and which Me/cs by 
alſo and the Prophets had more obſcure- He 
ly taught them before, and to which all Fre 

| their 


od their own legal 


Cid 


2 
Al- 


- IVES. 
"143 . 5 
8 
e 

LEY 


(St 
Sacrifices pointed; then 
as the Wrath of God ſtirred up, 79 
oh. Avenge the quarrel of his eooenant, in 


fach a Manner as ſhould be for ever an 


ich awakening Admonition to all Chriſtian 
Jn. Nations to whom the Goſpel ſhould 


much Long: ſuffering 
Wrath, fitted for Deſtruction by their 


vas 


be- 


the 


ved 


ere 
ind 
ate 
in, 


It pleaſed God to endure with 
the Veſſels of 


obdurate Unbelief; till at length, in a 
moſt tremendous Manner, He ſwallow- 
ed up their Nation, their Country, City 
and Temple in one general Deſtruction, 
to ſhew his Indignation and the Power 
of his Wrath againſt them, for their Re- 


ay, jection of the Goſpel Terms and Cove- 


irſt 


eim 


nant of Salvation through his beloved 
Son. This awful Account ſtands upon 
Record in the Holy Scriptures, for a per- 


petual Memorial and Warning to al! 


/1en. 
It is our unſpeakable Comfort, that 


every Breach of the Law or Tranſgreſ- 


ſion of the Goſpel, is not a Breach of 
ovenant with God: But when we pats 


by and flight the chief Doctrines, the re- 
newing Grace of the Goſpel, and the 
Propitiation and Merits accruing from 
2 the 


2 
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the Obedience and Death of Chriſt for 
us, who is the High Prieſt and chief 4 


Miniſter, the Surety and Mediator of 
the new Covenant, and indeed the ve 


give thee for a covenant of the people; 


for in Him are all the Mercies and Trea- 
, and the Firmneſs 1 


ſures of it ſummed u 


thereof eſtabliſhed for ever : I ſay, when 


we paſs by and ſlight theſe dearly pur. 
chaſed Bleſſings, we then refuſe the Yoke 


of Chriſt, and diſown our Dependence 


upon Him, and fay, We will not hau 


this man to reign over us; as many pro- 
feſſedly do: and too many others have 
as in Effect and Practice, to tread in 
their Footſteps ; 
End thereof ? 

in this grievous manner, and turn Apo- 
ſtates from the Chriſtian Faith, after 


that we have received the knowledge oj 
the truth, there will remain no more ſa. 
crifice for fin, but a fearful looking fir 
of judgment, and fiery indignation, whit) 
For may 


ſhall devour the adverſaries. 


not this be interpreted, denying the Lori 
that bought us, or treading under fi 
the 45 of God, and counting the blood 9 

the = 


and what will be the 
If we in this Nation ſin 


te 


© ; 
6 4 


Covenant itſelf, as God hath faid, I 207 © 


for 
nie 
of 


ery 


W1!| - 


ble . 
rea- 
nels 
hen 
ur- 
oke 
2NCt 
2 
Dro- 
ave 


d in 


nor leſs, nor to any other Thing, 


| 12 une neceſſary to Salvation; 
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te covenant wherewith we have been 


fenfified an unholy thing, and doing de- 


Re to the ſpirit of grace? We have 
t too much Caule 'to fear, that many 
of us have already immerſed ourſelves in 
Fe heinous Guilt, or at leaſt have ap- 
roached too near the dreadful State that 
is thus deſcribed in holy Writ, 

It may be preſumed that theſe Arti- 


cles of our Religion ſtand in no need of 


elaborate and critical Explanations, if we 
conſider that they refer to, and are de- 
ſigned by the Compilers of them, to be 
underſtood in a Senſe that 1s altogether 
agreeable with the plain and evident 
Tru ths of the Holy Scriptures, requiring 
our Aſſent and Belief to neither more 
as ne- 
ceſlary towards obtaining eternal Life, 
than what is clearly taught in the Word 
of God; as one of theſe very Articles 
expreſſly affirms; vis. (Art. V I.) that 
*© the Holy Scripture containeth all 
ſo 


© whatſoever is not read therein, nor 


| « may be proved thereby, is not to be 


| put of any Man, that it ſhould 
« be believed as an Article of F aith, or 


1 85 


$4 ; 
* be thought requiſite or neceſſary to 


“ Salvation.” This Conſideration alone, 


tural Meaning of theſe Articles, ſatisfy 
the Minds of the unprejudiced, and more 
effectually remove Doubts and Scrupulo- 


fities, than all the Volumes of Explana- 
tions and Controverſies that have been 


wrote about them. 
And it is not improper to take Notice 


here, that this alſo may inconteſtably 


vindicate the Seventeenth of theſe Arti- 
cles, from the Scandal of aſſerting an 


eternal, or abſolutely irreverſible Decree 
in God; whereby the far greateſt Part 


of Mankind, as they who maintain this 


Opinion ſuppoſe, are doomed to eternal | 


Miſery, and excluded from all Poſſibility 


of Salvation for ever. Such a Doctrine, 


as muſt fill the Thoughts of every con- 
ſiderate Man with Horror, cannot be 
imputed to this Article, without injuri- 


_ ouſly ſtretching the Words beyond their 


ſtrict Senſe ; which propoſe nothing to 
our Belief, touching this or any othe 


Doctrine, but what may be read in Scrip- 
ture, or proved thereby. It is a great 
Unhap- 


fei 


ſimply weighed without Partiality, may tha 


ſerve to clear up the obvious and ſcrip- 


My 
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U nhappineſs that Prepoſſeſſion is ſo dif- 


ficult to be rid of. From hence it is, 
that too many, in a long Succeſſion for 


ſeveral Ages paſt, have imbibed an Opi- 
nion from the firſt Aſſertors of it, that 
the eternal and abſolute Decree of Re- 
probation of the Non-Ele& to everlaſt- 


ing Miſery, muſt of neceſtity follow, or 


O N - | 
flow from God's Predeſtination or Elec- 


tion of others to eternal Life: otherwiſe, 
ſeveral ſerious Calviniſts, I believe, would 


be glad to drop their harſh Opinion of 


abſolute Reprobation : And on the other 


Hand, many others, to my certain Know- 


Tedge, would eafily part with their Ob- 


jections againit the Doctrine of Election, 
or Predeſtination, if they did not too ea- 


ſily and erroneoully believe, that it ne- 


ceſſarily implies abſolute Reprobation ? 
But how does the Neceſſity of it ariſe 
from Election ? Does God's gracious 
Purpole to ſave ſome undeſerving Crea- 
tures, neceſſarily imply an abſolute irre- 
verſible Decree from Eternity to damn 
others, long before they had a Being to 
do any thing deſerving his Wrath? 
But before we enter farther upon the 
Conſideration of this, it will be proper 
OED a 4 for 
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(xxxii) ; 
for the ſake of thoſe who diſagree, 1 1 
heſitate about the determinate Meaning his | 
of God's Purpoſe, or . Decree concerning dati 
the Salvation of Men, to take a View 0! crec 
the Nature of Predeſtination, as our Cho, 
Church deſcribes it, in a concurren by 
Senſe with ſeveral Texts of Scripture; effe 
vg. That © Predeſtination to Life, ;; vile 
the everlaſting Purpoſe of God, where. Chi 
by (before the Foundations of the are 
World were laid) He hath conſtantly effe 
decreed by his Counſel ſecret to us, his 
to deliver from Curſe and Damnation this 
* thoſe whom He hath choſen in Chriſt der 
* out of Mankind, and to bring them Sat 
© by Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Pre 
© Veflels made to Honour: Wherefore doc 
* they which be endued with ſo excel Nu 
<* lent a Benefit of God, be called ac- in 
* cording to God's Purpoſe by his Spi- For 
e rit working in due Seaſon ; they thro' ſtai 
“ Grace obey the Calling; they be juſ- the 
« tified freely, they be made Sons of ſuc 
God by Adoption; they be made like for 
the Image of his only begotten Son tie! 
* Jeſus Chritt ; they walk religioufly in Cer 
good Works; and at length by God's 
Mercy they attain to everlaſting Feli- WI 


$4 
"= 


« city.” Art. XVII. This 
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This ſeems to teach us, that God in 
his everlaſting Purpoſe, before the Foun- 
dation of the World was laid, hath de- 
creed by his Counſel to fave ſome, rhe 
Choſen in Chriſt, out of Mankind ; and 
by his Holy Spirit to make their Calling 
effectual, to partake of the Goſpel Pri- 
vileges, in order to their Salvation by 
Chriſt. It does not appear that all Men 
are thus choſen in Chriſt, or that all are 
effectually prevailed with to ſubmit to 
his Calls in the Goſpel. But to make 
this more evident, let me entreat the Rea- 
der to conſider attentively, for his own 
Satisfaction, whether this Decree of 
Predeſtination is general or particular ; 
does it take in all Mankind, or a ſelect 
Number only? If it is general and takes 
in all, why then are not all Men faved ? 
For the Decree or Counſel of God muſt 
ſtand, If it ſhould not ſtand, it would 
then be the ſame as if there had been no 
ſuch Decree. at all; I think it is there- 
fore more likely that God's Predeſtina- 
tion to Life relates to ſome only, or a 
certain Number, and not to all. 
We ſhould conſider in the next Place, 
Whether God's Predeſtination of ſome to 


KL 


0 a 5 eternal 


(xxxiv v ) 


eternal Life, is only conditional”: as ap 
pointing for them the ordinary Mean 
and Helps, in common with all the rei 
that enjoy the Goſpel; leaving it alto. 
gether to every one's own Choice, with. 
out the leaſt Diſcrimination in favour o 
any, whether they will faithfully im- 
prove theſe Means to their own Salva- 
tion, or neglect them. Is it certain up- 
on this Suppoſition, that ſome, or 
certain Number, would indeed be fav- 
ed ? For as moſt Men who enjoy the 
lame outward Means, do manifeſtly re. 
ject the Grace of God, it does not ap- 
pear impoſſible but that all might do ſo 
tt all (being equally corrupt by Nature 
were left on the fame Level, withor: 
deſigning or preordaining more effeCtui. 
Grace for ſome than others. 

And therefore I would enquire far 
ther, whether God's Predeſtination i 
not rather abſolute, and his Decree un 
alterable, that the Means ſhould be i- 
reſiſtibly effective to deliver thoſe fron 
Curſe and Damnation whom God hat! 
choſen, and to bring them through CH 


to everlaſting Salvation; or that divine 


Grace ſhould ſome way or other effica 
| ciou fl) 


pleaſure of bis will, Eph. 1. 3==5.* 
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. Giouſly operate upon their Minds and 
Wills, in order to their Converſion, and 
Perſeverance in Faith and Holineſs : and 
_ whether it was not expedient that God's 


divine Counſel ſhould aſcertain the par- 
ticular Perſons that ſhould partake of 
this Favour, to render it certain to his 


- Fore-knowledge that they ſhould be ſav- 


ed. For if the Salvation of every Indi- 
vidual was left at utter Uncertainty, how 
could it poſſibly be known that any In- 


dividuals at all ſhould be Partakers of it? 


Are not all good People taught by the 
Examples of the Saints mentioned in 
Scripture, to aſcribe the whole of their 


Salvation to the Kindneſs and Love of 
., God, in his Election of them in Chriſt 
before the World began? 


Blefjed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Teſus 


Cbriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all hi- 
ritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt: 


According as he hath choſen us in him, 


before the foundation of the world, that 


, we ſhould be holy, and without blame be- 
fore him in [ove : Having predeſtinated 
„ us into the adoption of children by Teſrs 


Chriſt to himſelf, according ta the 899d 
Iiho 
hath 


( xxxv1 } 


hath ſaved us, and called us with an hg 
calling, not according to our works, bthen 
according to his ewn purpoſe and graci Mat 
which was. given us in Chriſt Feſus befor rom 
the world began, 2 Tim. i. 9. Even ſ and 
Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in ii but 
fight, Mat. xi. 26. ET 
If God had not ſecured the Salvation th 
of his Elect People, according to his Pur. II 
poſe and Grace given them in Chriſt 7:depe 
ſus (by divine Appointment) before th Cho 
World began, but left it conditionally ticeſs 
themſelves in the Uſe of Means, the Ito e 
fue would have been uncertain. AdanMar 
in the State of Innocency and ſinleſs Per libri 
fection, broke the eaſy Condition of hi and 
Happineſs, and thereby fruſtrated thibenc 
conditional Promiſe of Life and Immor bear 
tality. Is it abſolutely certain, his fallezof ., 
and degenerate Poſterity would compheuer 
with the more difficult Terms of Salva Mea 
tion, under the Power of their Corrup plea 
tions, without the Spirit of God, pur pulſ 
ſuant to his eternal Counſel, to ſtir then then 
up and aſſiſt them? The Goſpel pro erful 
claims a conditional Offer of Pardon an Wit! 
Peace through Chriſt to all Men, upo Fae: 
the Terms of Repentance, Faith, ang 
new 


: ( xxxvit ) 

cer Obedience; yet few comply with 
bithem : Many are called, but few choſen, 
a Mat. xx. 16. Strait is the gate and nar- 
for ro is the way which leadeth unto life, 
: frand few there be that find it. And what 
but God's Grace, made the few that 
find it, to differ from others that perſiſt 

tio in their. wilful Blindneſs ?_ 
Pur If the faving Efficacy of offered Grace 
/-depended entirely upon every one's own. 
th Choice, would not this render the Suc- 
y ticeſs doubtful or precarious, with regard 
to every individual Perſon, as well as 
tan Mankind in general? fince the Equi- 
Per librium of their Diſpoſition to Good 
hiand Evil is certainly loſt, and the Baſs 
thbends to the wrong Side; but as 7he 
nor-bearts of the ſons of men are in the hands 
lleref the Lerd, who turneth them whither ſo- 
1phever he wil] ; He has various Ways and 
lvaMeans to awaken and incline whom he 
rup-Pleaſes to Goodneſs, by the ſecret Im- 
pur pulſes of his Holy Spirit, influencing of 
henthem as it were inſenſibly, and yet pow-_ 
pro-erfully, in a ſoft and connatural Manner, 
an(Without putting any Violence upon the 
por Faculties of their Souls, without deſtroy- 
ancing or in the leaſt infringing their Li- 
nen | berty ; 


. xxxvili J 


berty; and without their perceiving th A 
firſt Mover of their good Deſires. H ic 
who hath faſhioned all their hearts, ca and 
eaſily. work upon the ſecret Springs. ( viſio 
their Minds, to make the ſaving Deſig wou 

of his redeeming Love the Object 0 mer 

their free Choice, ſo as moſt fervently t any 

purſue the Means and Method of the 5 

own Salvation effectually. And withou neg] 

admitting that God does fo, in a ſpeci: 
manner by his Elect People, 1 do ne mar 
apprehend how their Salvation can þ teor 
| certain; nor how it could be poſſible t in C 
| change the Hearts and Wills of finti Bei: 
4 Creatures, if they were not powerful] fuſe 
wrought on and renewed by the Grac cord 
of God. =. 
And therefore if all Men were left t the 
the wild Caprice of their own corru! fre: 
and unadviſed Free-will, might it nc n 
poſſibly happen that none at all wou! ſayi 
be ſaved? Might they not poſſibly « % 
periſh, and ther &by render the Suffering the 
of Chriſt and the whole Scheme of Re 'V 
demption of none Effect? But ſurely | as « 
cannot be ſuppoſed, the infinitely wit His 
and ſovereign Diſpoſer of all Thine: ful 
would leave the Deſigns and Decrees 0 Me 
| . | [11 8 


th 1 


ax } 
eternal Counſel to ſtand on fo pre- 


H ctious a Foundation; ſince his infinite 
ca and eternal Love made ſo glorious a Pro- 
S 0 yifion for the Recovery of Mankind, He 
lig would not ſurely leave it, after all to 
mere Chance and Uncertainty whether 
7 t any would be faved or no: It is very 


S 
fü 
ull 


much to be lamented, that thoſe who 
" neglect the great Salvation our Redeem- 
er purchaſed, are ſo numerous ; but how 
many ſoever have fallen ſhort of Righ- 
teouſneſs and eternal Life, through Faith 
in Chriſt the Election hat h obtained it.— 
Being predeſtinated according to the pur- 
of him who worketh all things ac- 


FAC: Cop PA to the counſel of his will, (Rom. 


FC 
gow 
nc 


ing 


Re 6 


XI. 7. Eph. i. 11.) For he is God, and 


ther e 1s none like him, declaring the end 


from the beginning, and from antient 


times the things that are not yet done; 


Ju! fayi ing, My counſel | Þall fland, and J will 


& all my pleaſure. (Ia. xlvi. 9, 10.) All 
the Powers of Darkneſs cannot difannul. 
it, nor their Policy countermine it; for 


' as God's Operations are all accor ding to 


ik his Counſels, ſo his Counſels ſhall all be 


fulfilled in Fils Operations, none of his 
Meaſures ſhall be broke, none of his 
1 Deſigns 


Deſigns ſhall miſcarry : Amidſt the thid hg 

Clouds and various Errors that overthroy thei! 

the Faith of many, it is unſpeakabl and 

Comfort, that the Unbelief of ſome Apa 

cannot make the Faith of God of non they 

Effect to others; it ſhall not be pg, plc, 

(dangerouſly and finally) fo decerve th bi. 

ele, Mat. xxiv. 24. For they are ke and 

by the power of God through faith unt Fut, 

ſalvation, (1 Pet. i. 5.) that the purpi, fawn 
of God according to election might ſtand. this 

Rom. ix. 11. For whom he did predeſ. lis, 

tinate, them he alſo called: and whom |: his 

called, them he alſo juſtified ; and who L 
he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. Jha eo! 

ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? If Gi: the 
be for us, who can be againſt us? I, Chr 

T am perſuaded, that neither death fi Mai 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, us but 

powers, nor things preſent, nor things u Way 

come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor an laſti 

other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate u We 

from the love of God which is in Cbri "pi 
Jeſus our Lord, Rom. viii. 30, 3 1, 38, 3a an 

See Eph. i. 5, 6, 11. 2 Nin. i 9. 

God's choſen People could be finally de- blif 

luded and loſt, God's Choice and Pur- fim 

poſe would be defeated : which cannot A 
be. 


mn} 

nich bg for their Saviour hath undertaken for 
roy their Security: My ſheep hear my voice, 
abl: and I know them, and they follow me. 
me And I give unto them eternal life, and 
Ont they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
ſibl: pluck them out of my hand. My Father 
th which gave them me, is greater than all, 
Len and none is able to pluck them out of my 
anl. Fether's hand, John x. 27—29. The 
2 fandation of God ſtandeth ſure, having 
2nd. this ſeal, the Lord knoweth them that are 
de, bes, 2 Tim. ii. 19. The Thoughts of 
2 his Heart and gracious Purpoſe of his 
hon Love, concerning the Salvation of his 
a choſen People, are inviolable ; becauſe 
Cu the Covenant of his Peace with them in 
#;; Chriſt, is not founded on the Merit of 
a, Man, which is mutable and uncertain, 
117 but on God's own Mercy, which is al- 
s Ways the ſame, and endureth from ever- 
an laſting to everlaſting : And therefore, if 
e We can get the better of our prepoſſeſſed 
71] Opinions, and fairly ſubmit our Under- 
30, fanding to juſt Convictions, I think we 

|; "muſt own, the Scriptures and the eſta- 
de- bliſhed Doctrine of our Church, do af- 
dur, Arm beyond Contradiction, that there is 
not à ſpecial Number, whom the Father, 


be, 8 accord- 


(xl) 


according to the Counſel of his W. * 
from Eternity, choſe, and gave to th gc 
Son, whoſe Salvation is ſecured by tl E 
Death and Interceſſion of Chriſt ; a & f. 
in due time effectually applied to the. ﬆ t 
Souls, by the diſcriminative Grace of h @ = 
Holy Spirit. : — 
By this Decree of Predeſtination, & ;, 
pleaſed God to ſecure infallibly the Su @ 
ceſs of Chriſt's Undertaking, that ' © 

mens ire of the Lord might proſper in A 
hand ; a he might /ee of the aa « 
his ſoul and be ſatisfied ; and that th & 
Father's everlaſting Covenant with t| « 

Son might ſtand for ever, without les þ 
ing the Iflue of his Sufferings to a doub 
ful or uncertain Event, nor hazard tl $| 
Spending of bis Rrength for nought | 
vain, For which Reaſons a Remnant $,, 
given Him, a Seed is ſecured, as a ce 9 
tain: Fruit and ſure Reward of his givin e 
his Lite an Offering for Sin, and pou Þ 
ing out his Soul unto Death. In = 4 
ſequence of this, our Saviour ſaith, 41 
tar the Father giveth me ſhall come | 
me ; and him that cometh to me, I u 
in uo wiſe caft out, John vi. 37. A" 
therefore, The godly Conſider os! W. 


: ( xlii ) 2s 
| Ment, . 6a and our Election in 
«Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſant, and 
* unſpeakable Comfort to godly Per- 


a & ſons, and ſuch as feel in themſelves 


2 the Working of the Spirit of Chriſt, 


© mortilying the Works of the Fleſh, 
, and their earthly Members, and draw-. 
n, * ing up their Mind to high and hea- 
„ 1 venly Things; as well becnauſe! it doth. 
« greatly eſtabliſh and confirm their 
Faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoy- 
7 & ed through Chriſt, as becauſe it doth 
Wil « ! ſervently kindle their Love towards 
US God.” Art. XVII. | 
le 4 And though the Election of ſome to 


uh g A ſure Attainment of eternal Life, as it 

t taught in the Goſpel and the Articles 
e i0 our Church, muſt be owned to be a 
nt! moſt gracious Decree. and ſweet Savour 
© & Life unto many; yet no Neceſſity, or 
VI ' the leaſt Occaſion can ariſe from it, that 


Fean fee, of its becoming an Offence, | 
bitter Savour of Death unto any, ex- 
kept People give way to their perverſe 
Fnorance, whereby they may wreſt any 


0 Portion of Scripture to their own Hurt. 
1 zod's infinite Goodneſs and ſovereign 
5 Will can no more be objected to, or ar- 


raigned 


( xliv ) 


raigned at the Bar of human Judgmen; In 
for the Diſcrimination of his eterm I 
Counſel in the Election of certain Per. @ 
ſons to ſuch diſtinguiſhing ſpiritual Pr: N 
vileges, and ſuperior Aids of Grace t 2 
Inſure their eternal Life, as others are no Ke 
favoured with; than we can juſtly im i 


peach the Bounty of his Providence i ped: 


the different Degrees of his tempor: tt 
Favours, of Power, Wealth and Dign- @ 
ty, as alſo of natural Endowments « 8 
Mind and Body, and even different Mea it 
ſures of external Means of Salvation Q 
which he beſtoweth with manifeſt Di: 4 
tinctions on Men and Nations, accordin Wt 


to the good Pleaſure of his Will. Wh A 
can juſtly complain? Who ſhall ſay um W 


God, What doſt thou ? May he not d 


with his own as he pleaſeth? Wh A 


dare abridge the rightful Liberty of earth 


ly Potentates, or oblige them to beſtor 
the very fame Marks of their Favou 


upon all their Subjects alike ? Wher © 


more is given, more is required; and le K 


is required, where leſs is given. God i dhl 


good to all, a Debtor to none; beftow! Kor 
more abundant Love upon ſome tha! I 
others, but never wrongs any. God it a 

_ lovii 


E 


gm C 
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urth ! 
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tow! 
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( xlv ) 


e; He is righteous in all his ways, and 
h y in dall his works, and cannot act in- 
Enſiſtent with his own moſt gracious 


| | the Salvation of his Elect, what un- 


ſurmountable Impediment, or any Im- 


pediment at all, does this lay in the way, 
0a t ; 


prevent the Non-Elect to accept of 
of ered Grace and Mercy ? I ſhall now 
Ake it for granted, and will try to prove 
t preſently, that there is a conditional 
0 ffer of Grace and Salvation, made to 
Men that live under the Goſpel, from 
he unſearchable Riches and redundant 
u- fficiency of Chriſt's Merits, which 
rely muſt be without any ſecret Re- 
Arve or Decree to reject any that will 
Kcept of it. If a grand and generous 
Wonarch proclaims a general Invitation 
a ſplendid Entertainment, aſſuring all 
the Inhabitants of his ſpacious Empire 
of a kind Welcome, but appoints and 
ends for a certain Number to be his pe- 
liar Gueſts; does it neceflarily follow 


from thence, that the reſt of his Sub- 
S, not appointed and ſent for in the 
e particular manner, are abſolutely 

doom- 


( xlvi ) * 
doomed to endleſs Impriſonments, with 8 'F 
out Leave, or Hope, or Poſſibility eve Arr 
to obtain as much as the Offals of hi gg... 
Table; notwithſtanding they had a g 
neral Invitation, and all reaſonable A! , 
ſurance of Welcome ? Does it nece G 
farily follow from God's Appointment e in 
ſome to obtain Grace and Salvation ef q 
fectually, that He has abſolutely decree phe; 
from Eternity, it ſhall not be poſſible fi Rep 
any one of the reſt of the whole Rac gf 
of Mankind ever to obtain either? Ar @ 
they abſolutely precluded from all Hop: 3 
for ever, and Teft in the State of falle th 
Angels or Devils, for whom there is » dg 
Hope nor Salvation appointed? Is ther alf 
any thing ſaid in Scripture ſo plain an 
fo full, and in fo many Places, of God fg 
abſolute Decree of Reprobation to ever nour 
laſting Miſery, as there is of his Prede far / 
tination to eternal Life? On the cor B 
trary, there is not one Text of Scriptur al 
that I know of, if truly explained, thi ak 
aſſerts it, or that gives any Intimation c H 
it; except the awful Declarations of God nou 
judgme nts againſt all who deafen the Not! 
Ears to his Calls, refuſe his Grace an H. 
proffered Mercy, and wilfully contins ; 
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b nal Unbelief and Impenitence. Con- 
r grning thoſe who chooſe to walk in 
l. their own Ways, preferring their Sins to 
N the Welfare of their Souls and the Glory 
A 0 God, and whom the Riches of his 
ce Goodneis lead not to Repentance; N 
t e ndecd fore-ordained that indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be 
re! their portion for ever, This conditional 
> i Reprobation, by God's moſt juſt and 
Rac ful Decree, is what the Scripture teach- 
A eth, and no other. 
op: Something indeed may be urged on. 
alle the contrary fide ; and no body dares to 
isn deny, but that God's Sovereignty over 
all his Creatures is as inconteſtable as the 
A tter's Power over the Clay, of the 
me Lump to make one Veſſel to Ho- 
ever nour and another unto Diſhonour, or 


ede for baſer Uſe and leſſer Degree of Honour. 


con But does he indeed form any Veſſel at 
ptur all from the marred Lump, out of mere 
thi ahſolute Purpoſe to break and deſtroy it? 


one Few, I believe, will have Aſſurance e- 
Jod Wugh to affirm this. Some have taken 
the Notice that God faid unto Pharaoh, 
e all thr” this cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for 
tin * ew in thee my power, and that my 
name 


' 2 bh, 
1 { 

1 * * 

# mit 

<34 

Is 

61 
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( xlvin 


name may be declared throughout alli 1 
earth, Exod. ix. 16. That is, as th 


Learned explain the Word From th Ws 


Original, God held him up, or made hir 1 


to ſtand, that he did not utterly fall « &7 
periſh in the preceding Judgments, th: Pu 


his great and glorious Name might b n 


more illuſtriouſly glorified upon hit J 


among all the Sons of Men. But iti | 


not in any wiſe intimated, that Phara # 


was abſolutely decreed Been Eternit bei 


and created for this very End, on pu 
poſe to be deſtroyed: and therefore th t 
affords nothing that implies abſolute R. f 
probation from Eternity. \ 


It is noted alſo in Scripture, that G0 Ke 


faid concerning Jacob and Eſau, befi #; 
they were yet born, and before they hi 7 
done either Good or Evil, Jacob have & 
loved, and Eſau have I bated ; and t. 
elder ſhall ſerve the younger ; that t & 
purpoſe of God concerning election mig Al 
ſtand, not of works, but of him that c Q 
leth. But pray, did God abſolutely hi. 
Eſau before he was born, or had doi i 
either Good or Evil? Is it not evides a 
that it implies no more, than that Gd I 
loved and favoured Jacob more than I Jah ri 


SD 


2 As when Chriſt faith, If any man come 


Into me, and hate not hr father and mo- 


| ö ber, nd wife and children, and brethren 
2 ters, yea and his own life alſo, he 
Eunnot be my diſciple. Whereas it is a 
Duty by the Law of Nature, and ſtrictly 


enjoined in divine Revelation, to honour 


d love our Parents and Relatives: It 


J not therefore abſolute hating of them 
that is required, as the Condition of our 

heing received the Diſciples of Chriſt, 

| Hut that we love and regard them ſs 


an Chriſt Jeſus, and love Him more 


= all, God may and does diſtinguiſh 
Men and Nations by different Degrees of 
Is Favours; but he aſolutely hateth no- 


ing that og hath made : for the Lord 
good to all, and his tender mercies are 


i 1 er all his works, Plal. cxlv. q. 
And I think it is evident, and agreed 


by the Learned, that the Election 


' Sbove is not concerning the Perſons, but 
ide reſpective Poſterities of Jacob and 
 Bjau, It was not in his own Perſon, 


| o hat ever Eſau, the Eldeſt, ſerved Ja- 


bb, the Youngeſt ; but Eſau s Poſter ity, 


i" Proceſs of Time, did ſerve the Poſte- 


ity of Jacob, w hen the Edomites, Eſat's 
[ b deſcen- 


(+7 
deſcendants, became tributaries to Davil 
2 Sam. viii. 14. Nor can it be ſuppoſe 
that this was an abſolute Election of J * 
cob's Poſterity to eternal Life, or th 1 
ſame Kind of Election to effectual Grac fa 
and Salvation, that is mentioned in ſom; ii. 
other Places of the New Teſtament, an 
in the ſeventeenth Article: For it is wu 
known, that moſt of hem (the Poſterit | 
of Jacob ) proved Reprobates, with whor 
| God was not well pleaſed, and at lengt! 
_ deſtroyed them: Much leſs can we thin 7 
that God does in this Election abſolute! 
decree or reprobate Eſau's Poſterity t 

everlaſting Perdition, before they ha 
done either Good or Evil, or withor 
Reſpect to the Sins they had committe: 
or were to commit. It is believed upd 
very probable Grounds, that Job and |: 
Friends were Deſcendants from Eſau, ti 
many more good Men might be; whic d 
would have been impoſſible, if an abo 73 
lute Decree of Reprobation had gos 
forth againſt them: and therefore ti 
National Election ſeems only to imp 
God's 1 Rule over the Univert © 
whereby He diſpenſeth the Bleflings © 
this Life e among the Inhabitants of t 
Worl 


1 (u 
970 World, in what diſtinguiſhing Manner 
oe ZHe pleaſes, according to his own good 
FO. "Pleaſure ; favours one Nation with ma- 
th ny temporal, and ſpiritual Privileges alſo, 
rac © above others, which appears to "be true 
om in Fact. And in this Senſe it was evi- 
dently verified in the Poſterity of Jacob 
and Efau : For Jacob and his Poſterity 
were planted in the Land of Canaan, the 
hor Glory of all Lands, which flowed with 
not Milk and Honey, and had the viſible 
Hin Church, the Oracles of God, a Succeſ- 
ate! ſion of Prophets, and the ſtated Wor- 
y t 3 {ſhip of God among them : Whereas the 
hk Edbimi tes, Eſau's Poſterity, dwelt in a 
hre! Pparr en, deſart Land. Of this the Ifraclites 
tte were put in mind long afterwards by 
apo Malachy, the laſt of their Prophets; 

dh who upbraids them with their Ingrati- 
21 tude, becauſe they had received theſe 
-hid "diſtinguiſhing Marks of God's Favour in 
abſo Vain, and rendered NOT again according 
gol to the Benefits they ha Fx been bleſſed 
with. They deſpiſed and polluted his 


holy Things, and were treacherous Deal- 


npo 
5.05 ers in the ſ⸗ 1 Ordinances, which pro- 
os ( voked the Lord to deſert tan. Theſe 


ints may ſhew what ſlender Proofs 
b 2 ca 


( ii ) 


can be inferred from this National Elec- 
tion, for the Support of abſolute uncon- 
ditional Reprobation. 

Nor is it poſſible to form a juſt Argu- 
ment for abſolute Reprobation, irom 
God's foreknowing who would periſh in 
their Sins. Known unto God. are all his 
works from the beginning of the world — 
Lord, thou knoweſt all things — declaring 


the end from the beginning, and from an. 


tient times the things that are not yet done, 
Therefore He foreknew who would ſav- 
ingly believe in Chriſt, purſuant to the 
Counſel of his holy Will. Sincere Be- 
lievers therefore may exult, that the 
Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, for He 


knoweth them that are hs, and moſt 
certainly knoweth them alſo who are 


not his. For it is not abſurd to aſſert, 
that He whoſe ſtupendous Wiſdom pe 

netrates the moſt diſtant Iſſues of Things 
although as yet ſubſiſting only in ther 


remoteſt Cauſes, did certainly foreknow 


who would prove Reprobates, and periſh 
by their wilful Perſeverance in Diſobed!- 
ence and Sin, without fore-ordaining by 
his eternal and decretive Will, or abſolute 
Pre-condemnation, that they ſhould ' 
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. Neither the Preſcience nor the De- 
crees of God, have laid any Neceſſity 
upon the Will of Man; for (as one of 


the Fathers obſerves) they who aſſert 


*this, abſolve Sinners from all Guilt, and 
lay the Charge of all the Evil they do 
upon God; and render it inconſiſtent 
with the Equity of his divine Judgment 
to puniſh them, for what his Decree 
made neceſſary for them to do. 
It is heinouſly derogatory both to his 
Goodneſs and Juſtice, to charge the beſt 
and pureſt of Beings, with projecting the 


Sin and Miſery of Men. It is certain 


that God's moſt wonderful Knowledge, 
(all his divine Perfections being infinite) 
does extend itſelf to the whole Compaſs 


of all Things that are or will be : but 


the Preſcience, or Foreſight of Things 
that will come to paſs, is not the Cauſe 


that they fall out accordingly. Eclipſes 


are not produced by Mathematicians, al- 


though they know and foretel them long 


before they happen. Nor will any one 
ſay that holy Men of old, and the divine 


Spirit that ſpake in them, were Authors 
of the miſchievous Evils and Wicked- 


neſſes in later Ages; becauſe they fore- 
1 3 told 


( liv ) 


told them in the antient Prophecies. 


Does not our God at one command- - 


ing Look behold all Things that ever 
were, or are, or ſhall be? Are not all 
the inmoſt Thoughts, Deſigns and Tranſ- 
actions of Men, and their Conſequences, 
and all the moſt hidden Things of Dark- 
neſs, Hell and Deſtruction, open and 
der to God's infinite View of Things? 

Nay, are not all the numberleſs Ages of 
infinite Eternity, paſt, preſent and ſu— 
ture, (as well as all Places in the boundle!s 
Space of the Univerſe) as preſent to 


God's all-knowing Mind, at once and in 


the ſame Clearneſs, as the fingle Moment 
that now ſubſiſts, ſeeing times are not 


hidden from the Almighty Job xxiv. 1. 
Surely then it cannot be difficult for this 
moſt wiſe and great God, to know with 
Certainty the ultimate Iſſue of what we 


call uncertain Events, or future Contin- 


gencies, without predetermining the I. 
ſue of them one Way or other by any 


neceflary Fatality. It is certain that He 


knew from Eternity the future contin- 
gent Actions of Men, even their wicked 
Actions, becauſe He has foretold a Mul- 
titude of them in the Scripture, w 1 | 
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bis appointing or being any way acceſ- 
FL 


fary to them. The only Shadow of Ob- 


jection to this is, that our feeble and 


ſhort-ſighted Reaſon is puzzled to con- 
ceive how this can be. But let it be 
conſidered, that we are no more able to 


comprehend the divine Perfections of 
God's manner of knowing Things at the 


remoteſt Diſtance or Time and Place, 
than we can contain the Waters of the 


Ocean in the Hollow of our Hands; 
this is a knowledge too wonderful for us to 
.comprehend, it is fo high we caunot attam 
unto it. It is then ſufficiently evident 
that the Moſt High knows all Things; 
yet the omniſcient God's Foreknowledge 
of the Sins and Ruin of reprobate Sin- 
ners, does not deſtroy the Freedom of 
human Actions, nor lay his Creatures 
under Neceſſity, by any antecedent De- 
cree, of doing what He foreknew they 
would do. He neither appointed them to 
Ruin, nor does He move and determine 
them to wicked Actions. His Fore- 
knowledge does not impoſe upon them a 
Neceſſity to tranſgreſs. They fin and 
periſh, not becauſe God foreknows it, 


b 4 but 


( lvi ) 
but He therefore foreknew it, becauſe 
they would do ſo. 


T hus it appears clear to my Apprehen- 


ſion, that neither God's Foreknowledge 
nor his Decree of Predeſtination in fa- 
vour of ſome, do prejudice the State 
of others, nor in any degree render their 
Condition worle than if there had been 
no ſuch Decree at all ; as indeed ſeveral 


learned and religious Perſons, who run 
too far into the other Extreme, main- 
tain, v22. that there is no other Predeſti- 


nation at all to eternal Life, than only to 


enjoy the Means and Offers of it : But 


I humbly conceive they run counter both 
to Scripture and our Church ; they de- 
part from the Doctrine of both, and 
leave the Ifſue and Benefit of all that 
Chriſt did and ſuffered, to ſtand on a 
fickle Foundation. And Charity forbids 
us to deny, that ſome of the contrary 
Party may alſo be good and pious Men, 
who on the other fide, ſtifly hold and 
believe abſolute Reprobation; though 


may ſay without Offence, that none but | 
one of a reprobate Mind can wiſh this 
Doctrine to be true: whoever they be 


that reliſh it with a ſpecial Guſt, and | 


take 
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uſe take Pleaſure therein as a favourite Opi- 
nion, I cannot but ſuſpect the Goodneſs 
of their Temper or Humanity ; and ve- 
ry much queſtion whether they are true 


On- 


ige 


fa- 


ate! 


er 
en 
ral 
un 


Lovers of Mankind, or love their fellow 


Creatures as themſelves, if they delight in 
a Doctrine that has ſo dreadful an Aſpect 


on the greateſt Part of them ; and which 


indeed conſigns them all, but an ex- 


ceeding ſmall Number, to inevitable, in- 


 effable and eternal Torments. 


The Article under Conſideration, does 


neither mention, nor imply any abſolute 


Decree of Reprobation, at leaſt in the 


Senſe of its Compilers, becauſe it does on 


the other Hand annex three Cautions 


againſt it. Firſt, It admoniſheth © cu- 


"cc 


rious and carnal Perſons, lacking the 


_* Spirit of God, againſt the Danger of 


being thruſt by the Devil, either into 
** Deſperation or into Wretchleſneſs of 
* unclean Living,” through ſuch abuſive 


Senſe of God's Sentence of Predeſtina- 
tion. Secondly, © That we muſt re- 
cCeive God's Promiſes in ſuch wiſe as 


(they be generally ſet forth to us in 
Holy Scriptures ; 


59 


which, every body 


knows, are propounded alike to all Men 


b £ that 
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that ſubmit to the Conditions of them, 


And thirdly, © That in our Doings, that | 


«© Will of God is to be followed, which 
ce we have expreſſly declared unto us in 
ce the Word of God.” According to 
this Rule we are to Live, to Think and 
Believe ; and according to this Rule we 


are to be rewarded or puniſhed in the | 


latter Day ; and not according to any 


ſecret Decrees of God, which ſome main- | 


tain to be different from his revealed 


Will. 
And as this Article ought in Juſtice to 
be interpreted in a Senſe that is conſiſtent | 
with the reſt of the Articles, it is then! 
further evident, that it means no ſuch | 
Sentence of G a s Predeſtination as ex- 
cludes any by an eternal, abſolute, and 


jrreverſible Decree, from the Poſſibility 


of Salvation through jeſus Chriſt, from | 


what is declared in Article the Thirty 


= - 


once made, is that perſect Redemp- 


e tion, Propitiation, and Satisfaction for | 


© all 185 Sins of the whole World, both 


$6 . eim and actual.“ Which is the! 
eſtabliſhed Doctrine of our Church thro- 
out, as it might, was it neceſſary, be ea- | 


ſily 


fir/?, viz. © That the Offering of Chriſt Þ 


Hlath He not given himſelf a ronſom for 
5 all, 


W } 


fly evinced from our Catechiſm and Ho- 
' mihies, and from ſeveral Paſſages of the 
| Liturgy; whereof one Paragraph may 


ſuffice, out of the Prayer of Conſecra- 


tion in the Communion-Service, which 
runs thus; © Almighty God, our hea- 


* venly Father, who of thy tender Mer- 
« cy didft give thine only Son Jeſus 
« Chriſt to ſuffer Death upon the Croſs 
for our Redemption, who made there 


* (by his one Oblation of himſelf once 


* offered) a full, perfect, and ſufficient 


* Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction for 


« the Sins of the whole World.” This 


is perfectly agreeable with the expreſs 


Doctrine of God's Word, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
My little children, theſe things write I 
unto you, that ye fm not. And if any 
man fin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Feſuis Chriſt the righteous ; and 
he is the propitiation for our fins : and 


| net for ours only, but alſo for the ſins of the 
| Whole world. Is He not the ſaviour of all 


| men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe ? 1 


Tim. iv. 10. Hath He not ded for all? 
Hath He not 7a/ted death for every man? 


(Ix) 
all, to be teſtified i in due time? 2 Cor. v. 
14. Heb. ii. 9. 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
What muſt we think of all thoſe Scrip- 
ture Paſſages, where the Benefit of Chriſt's 
Death and Sufferings are declared and 
held forth for the Encouragement of Sin- 


ners in general to believe and repent, if | 


Chriſt procured and purchaſed nothing |} 


for them? Shall we call into queſtion 
the Veracity and Faithfulneſs of the 
bleſſed God, in the repeated Declarations 
of his good Will, and univerſal Invita- 


tion of Sinners to return unto Him, that 


they may be faved and pardoned : fay- 


ing, Let the wicked forſake his way, and | 


the unrightecus man his thoughts : and let 


hum return unto the Lord, and he will | 


have mercy upon him, and to our God, fe 
he weill abundantly pardon, Ia. lv. 7. Re- 


peu and be converted, that your ſins may 


be blotted cut, Acts iii. 19. Believe on the 


Lord Teſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be fav- 


ed, Acts xvi. 3 1. For ſo God loved the 


world, that he gave his only begotten ſon, 


that whoſoever beheveth in him ſhould not | 


periſh, but have everlaſting life, John iii. 
16. Are not the Goſpel Miniſters ſent 


forth in God's Name, and charged to be 
inſtant 


( Ixt ) | 
' | inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, to 
| perſuade Men with all poſſible Importu- Y 
\ nity and Diligence, to embrace the prof- | þ 
> | fered Peace? Now then we are ambaſſa- | 
| | dors for Chriſt, as though God did befeech | 
Jou by us; we pray you in Chriſt's flead, 
be ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 20. 
What means all this intreating of Sinners 
to return unto God, through Faith in 
Chriſt, if no Peace nor Pardon through 
his Death, or ſo much as a conditional 
- | Offer of Salvation 1s verily and truly 
t | deſigned for them? Will any dare to 
- | charge God with Infincerity in theſe ear- 
d | neſt Invitations, or ſuppoſe that the great 
and gracious God, who is Truth itſelf, 
// | faithful and true in all his Dealings, 
7 | ſhould call upon periſhing Sinners, falling 
- | headlong down the dreadful Precipice in- 
y | to the unquenchable Flames of the ever- 
x | burning Lake, to truſt in his Son for 
— | Salvation, if no Conditions were granted 
be | upon which their Salvation is poſſible? 
„ | It would be difficult to apprehend the 
ft | Equity of God, as Judge of all Men, in 
1, | condemning Unbelievers for not accept- 
at | ing the Offers of Pardon, or for not lay- 
xe ing hold by Faith on the Merits of Chriſt 
F | and 


(Ix ) 

and his Salvation, if there were no ſuch 
Pardon or Salvation through his Merits 
provided for them. Would our bleſſed 
Saviour upbraid the Jews, and denounce 
the Judgments of God upon them, for 
refuſing to accept pardoning Grace and 
Mercy, if in reality there was none at all 
for them? Surely the righteous Judge 
of all the Earth, will not condemn Sin- 
ners for refuſing that Salvation which 
was never in their Power to receive. 

We find that there is a greater Dam- 


nation or ſeverer Puniſhment threatened. 


to thoſe, who under the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel continue impenitent ; for it 1s ſaid 
that it ſhall be more tolerable for Sodon 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, 
than for the Cities who eff to obey 
the Doctrine of Chriſt; and that they 

vho deſpiſed the Goſpel of Chriſt, will 
be accounted worthy of a ſorer Puniſh- 
ment, than thoſe who deſpiſed the Law 
of Moſes, (Mat. xi. 23, 24. Heb. x. 28.) 


Is it not difficult to reconcile this with 


the Juſtice of God, all whoſe ways are 
equal, without admitting that the Grace 
which bringeth Salvation, revealed in the 
Goſpel, is verily offered to them, which 

they 


j they deſpiſe, and thereby incur a more 


( iii 


heinous and aggravated Guilt ; how can 
we juſtify the ſevere Sentence of their 
double Damnation, for the Evil of Sin 
and Refuſal of the Remedy, if there was 
not ſo much as conditional Pardon and 
Salvation intended for them? 

Can we ſuppoſe that the Father ſent 
his Son, as the chief Miniſter of his 
Grace, into the World, to accompliſh the. 
Redemption of loſt Mankind. and in or- 
der thereto, to die and riſe again, pro- 
viding and declaring thereby a Reſurrec- 
tion Of the Elect and Non-Elect, with 
no other View. in Regard of the Non- 
Elect, than merely to put them to ſeverer 
Puniſhments and more intenſe Torments 
than they were liable to, or threatened 
with before? Would this have been fo 
ordered, if there were not ſome great 
Advantage intended for them, to balance | 
this addifonal Miſery and pere Puniſh- Wl 
ment? It is not eaſy to find an Advan- = 
tage equal to it, that is leſs than a Po- 
bility of Reconciliation with their ! 
Maker, through the Redeemer's Death i 
and Reſurrection, or that a ſincere Offer | 
of Salvation 1s thereby deſigned for all oi 


Men, 


(iv) 
Men, by the Kindneſs and Love of God 
in Chriſt towards them. The Scripture 
ſeems to repreſent Chriſt to have lived 
and died in ſome Reſpects as a common 


Mediator of Mankind, though with a 
ſpecial Regard to the Elect: And it is 


commonly granted, that the Value of his 


Blood 1s ſufficient to ranſom ten thou- 
ſand Worlds. Does not then limiting 
this molt rich and all-glorious Proviſion 
to a few elect Perſons only, reflect a Diſ- 
paragement upon it? and likewiſe upon 
the ever adorable Love and Wiſdom of 
God, in finding out and providing a full 
Satisfaction to his Juſtice for the Sins of 


the whole World, if we ſuppoſe that at 


the ſame Time He decreed to exclude, 
in a manner all, or the greateſt Part of 
the World, from the Benefit of it ? 
Indeed every one that reads his Bible, 


may find, that the Scripture declares the 


Love of the Father to be as unreſtrained 
towards Mankind, as the infinite Merits 
of his Son: For God hath concluded al 
in unbeließ, that he might have mercy 
upon all, Rom. xi. 32. It is given as a 
Reaſon of his Long: ſuffering, and why 
He delayeth Judgment, namely, becauſe 
| He 


| e 3 
He is not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance, 2 
Pet. iii. 9. And we are alſo commanded 
to make ſupplications, prayers, interceſ- 

fron and giving of thanks for all men, for 
| this is good and acceptable in the fight of 
| God our ſaviour, who will have all men 
to be ſaved, and to come unto the know- 
leage of the truth, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 3, 4. 
Ile flandeth, by his holy Spirit, at the 
\ door of our Hearts, and knocketh, if any 
man hear his voice, and open the door, he 


will come in and ſup with us, and we with 


him. Tf we harden our Hearts, and re- 
| fuſe, He doth not reje& us, but we Him. 
Kev. iii. 20. This good Spirit undoubt- 


edly ſtrives long with many of the Non- 


Elect, awakening their Conſciences and 
ſtirring them up to Faith, Repentance, 
and Amendment of their Lives, that they 
may be ſaved; who notwithſtanding do 


quench his Motions, perſevere in their 


Sins, and finally periſh. But why ſhould 
He ſtrive with them at all, if the hea- 
venly Father, by whom this Spirit 1s ſent 
forth, and employed to this End, did not 
ſincerely deſign the Poſſibility of Salva- 
tion for them ? 
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On the whole, it is, in my humble 
Opinion, impoſſible to think it conſiſtent 
with the ſolemn and repeated Declara- 
tions of his Kindneſs towards Mankind, 
and with his Fatherly Love, as the com- 
mon Parent of all the human Race, to 
decree from Eternity the abſolute and 
irreverſible Reprobation of any, or to 
create Men on Purpote to be damned. 

Has He not implanted in the Nature of 
all his Creatures à moſt tender Love, 

Care, and Affection towards their own 
Progeny; even the fea monſters draw out 
the real, and give fuck to their young 
ones, Lam. iv. 3. The only Creature ex- 
cepted from this natural Affection is the 


young Ones, as if they were not hers, 
the Lord himſelf gives this Account: 
Becauſe God hath deprived her of wiſdom, 
neither hath he 1mparted unto her under- 


ſtanding, Job xxxix. 16, 17. So that they 


who endeavour to Eten upon the infi- 


nitely wiſe and good God ſuch a Repro- 
bation as I have mentioned, do render 
Him leſs kind and affectionate to his 
Offspring, than He hath formed the Na- 
ture. of the Creatures to be unto ET: | 
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that one only excepted, which He hath 
branded with Folly and want of Wit- 


dom. But in reality, does He not infi- 


nitely exceed them all in Love and Ten- 
derneſs? Hear what He faith; Can a 


woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe 
ſhould not have compaſſion on the en of her 


] Yea, they in ny forget, yet will J 
e forget thee, Ila. xlix. 15. 


I will only beg the Reader's Patience 


| i conſider one Pecla aration more, from 


the Mouth of the Moſt High himſelf, 


Ezek. xxxili. 11. Say unto them, As I 
live, ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live: Turn 
je, turn ye from your evil ways; for why 
| 5 ye he 

need no Comment but that of Tertullian, 
O beatos nos quorum causd Deus jurat | —- 
O miſerrimos, fi nec juranti Deo credi- 


O houſe of Iſrael? Which 


must 1 <Q happy we | for whoſe ſake 


| © God condeſcends to give (not only his 
© facred Word, but alfo) his ſolemn 
“ Oath, to aſſure us of his good Will; 


but as | | how wretched muſt we be, 


if we doubt or diſbelieve what God 


vouchſafes to ſwear.” It this convince 
us: 


— — — ˙ ͥg Ä — 


( Ixviii ) 

us not, what can further Reaſoning avail? 

What has been ſaid upon this Subject, 
if it be ſedately conſidered in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs and Charity, may ſerve to 
accommodate the Differences which have 
ſo long perplexed good People about it. 
Sincere Chriſtians of different Perſuaſions 
ſtrive not (as Wreſtlers) for Conquett or 
Maſtery, but deſire to come as near one 
another in Concord and Agreement of 


Opinions as poſſible. It is hoped, Rex-f 
out p 


ders of this Chriſtian Temper, may now 
perceive the Doctrine of the abſolute Sal- 


vation of the Elect, and the conditional] 
Offer of Salvation unto all Men, to beF 
perfectly conſiſtent ; which may be 21 


happy Mean to end the Controverſy ban-F 
Offer 


rende 
tain : 
tranſp 
God's 
cauſe 
other, 
may be content to have the Salvation ot al: ly 
Honon 
but mr 


and C 


died to and fro concerning it for ſo ma- 
ny Ages: This may remove the Objec- 
tions, Cavils, and mutual unchriſtian Re- 
proaches of the contending Parties, and 
reconcile their different Sentiments. The 
Remonſtrants, Arminians, and even the 


Pelagians, and all who fide that way, 


the Ele& abſolutely ſecured in Chriſt; 
fince what they contend for is granted, 
that the ſame Salvation is conditionally 


offer 
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do n 
be di 
made 
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ſince 
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Elect 


abſol 
and r 


neith. 


offered 


4 i 
offered to all Men: And the ſeveral 
Ranks of Calviniſis (for thoſe fo called 
do not all agree in every Thing) need not 
be diſpleaſed that a ſufficient Proviſion is 
made, through the Merits of Chriſt, for 
the conditional Salvation of all Mankind; 
ſince what they alſo contend for is grant- 
ed, namely, that the Salvation of the 
Elect, through his Merits, is ſecure and 
abſolute. Here both Sides are gratified, 
| Fand may unite in their Sentiments, with- 
Tout parting with their peculiar Tenets ; 
neither of them will have room to re- 
pine, unleſs Envy, or an evil Eye at the 
+ Goodneſs of God towards Mankind, will 
a make them {till diſſatisfied. 
The Poſſibility of Salvation, and the 
Offer of it to the Non-Ele&, does not 
render the Salvation of the Elect leſs cer- 
uin; it gives them no Cauſe to be leſs 
{ Ftranſported with the Conſideration of 
e JGod's electing Love towards them, be- 
e Feauſe ſufficient Grace is ſome Way or 
„ther, at ſome Time or other, offered to 
Fall: Nor does it deprive Religion of any 
Honour or Advantage that belongs to it, 
but magnifies the Riches of free Grace 
and God's extenſive Goodneſs; and is 
| 5 therefore 


rr 
as 
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therefore the moſt eligible Opinion, if we] and 
deſire and pray for the Welfare of all] Un 
Men. It does not diſhearten Mens] vil 
Faith, nor diſ-ſpirit their Endeavours to] ture 
obtain the Grace and Mercy of God; but þe ; 
on the other Hand, deſtroys the Force} and 
of Satan's old Stratagem, of © tempting rent 
Men either to Deſpair or Difloluteneſs;Þ tort 
ce ſuggeſting to their Minds, that if al part 
% Man ſhall be ſaved, he ſhall be ſaved; Batt 
cor if damned, he ſhall be damned; in { 
« and that a Man can neither help on And 
<« the one, or hinder the other; becauſe dica 
there is no Mean, but that every one the 
* muſt be either Ele& or Reprobate. I wh, 
Nor will it give a Handle or the lcaſt Mer 
Pretence for any to blaſpheme and cavilfſ Con. 
againſt their Maker, as if from Eternity nal 
he had plotted the everlaſting Miſery off Frui 
his poor, impotent and unreſiſting Cres- bedic 
tures, that never did any Thing, but Reg, 
what the divine Decrees determined they any v 
ſhould do, for which they muſt at la yigg, 
be condemned to eternal Puniſhment. | 
The happy Coalition of theſe two Doc 
trines, the abſolute Salvation of the Elec 
and the conditional Salvation of other 
will re:olve many puzzling Difficulties 
| an 


AN 


(Fi 

and explain away certain Objections of 

Unbelievers to the Chriſtian Religion: It 

will clear up the Meaning of ſome Scrip- 

ture Paſſages that are otherwiſe hard to 

be underſtood, and in the moſt natural 

and eaſieſt Manner conciliate thoſe diffe- 
rent Texts, without any Strain or violent 
torturing of them, which the different 
Parties have indiſcreetly marſhalled up in 
Battle aray, to combat with one another 
in ſupport of their reſpective Opinions. 
And what but this will fo effectually vin- 
'F dicate both the Juſtice and Goodneſs of 
the great God, becauſe it clearly evinces 
| what will appear evidently true to all 
| Men in the Day of Judgment, that the 
| Condemnation of Sinners and their eter- 
mal Miſery is owing to themſelves, the 
Fruit of their own Negligence and Diſo- 
| bedience to the Voice of the Goſpel and 
Refuſal of proffered Grace ; and not to 
any want of Good-will and ſufficient Pro- 
viſion in their Redeemer to fave them. 
Ve wwill not come unto me (faith the Lord) 
oY that ye might have life. O Tjrael, thou 
ed haſt deftroyed thyſelf. — How often would 
I have gathered thy children together as 
1 2 hen doth gather her brood under ber 
an WINGS, 
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wings, and ye would not? God will 
clear up the Sincerity of his repeated Of- 
fers of Grace, beyond Contradiction, and 
appear juſtified in the Condemnation of 


the Wicked for refuſing it. And his in- 


finite Goodneſs will appear moſt marvel- 
lous at the ſame Time in the Salvation 


of the Saints; that every one, and all of 


them, ſhall ſee Cauſe to acknowledge 
their wonderful Salvation to be owing to 
the divine Mercy entirely, without the 


leaſt Pretext to glory in themſelves, or to 


aſcribe the Whole or any Part of their 


Salvation to the Prudence of their own | 
Choice or Goodneſs, but to the Loving- | 
kindneſs of God, and the unſearchable F 
Riches of his Grace, which alone made 
Not unto us, | 


O Lord, not unto us, but to thy grace be 


them to differ from others. 


all the glory, will be their eternal Song. 


If I have not advanced any thing, in F ; 
my humble Attempt to vindicate the 
Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Sincerity of the 


bleſſed God in his Tranſactions with 


Men, but what the Holy Scriptures and 
the eſtabliſhed Doctrine of our Church 
will ſupport me in; if I have not aſſert- 
ed any thing but what ſhould ſtir up and 


ENCOU- 


„„ 
encourage all Mankind to work out their 
own Salvation with Fear and Trembling; 
animating all in general with ſure Hope 
of Succeſs through the Grace of God, if 


they are not wanting to themſelves; if 


I have faid nothing but what ſhould con- 
vince all the Heirs of eternal Life, how 
much the great and gracious God is juſt- 
ly entitled to their Adoration and ever- 
laſting Praiſes, as the ſupreme and alone 
Cauſe of their eternal Happineſs; and if 
this Eſſay, in the main, ſhall appear juſt 


and rational, the candid Reader will ex- 
cuſe the Length and Imperfection of it. 


Nothing remains now to be added, but 


to ſubmit it to Conſideration, whether 
| theſe Articles of Religion ſhould not take 


place in the Education of our Youth ; 


and whether hey, as well as Candi- 
| dates for holy Orders, ſhould not be well 
inſtructed therein, in order to become 
found, and firmly eſtabliſhed in the Prin- 
ciples of our holy Faith, as Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants; and as Members of the Church 
F England. e 
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CHRISTIANITY, &c. 


We WI is the true Doc- 
trine of CHRISTIANITY 
briefly contained, as it is 
7 Leakelied ; in the Church of England e 
Anſw. In the TuiIRTY-NINE AR- 
TICLES OF RELIGION, ſubſcribed by 
all the Biſhops and Manfters. 
9, What does the „hrt Article treat of? 
A. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. It + 
taches us four Things concerning Gor. * 
E 1. The Unity of God: That there is 
ut one living and true Gop. 
| 8 Delit. 
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Deut. vi. 4. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord 


our God is one Lord. 1 Cor. viii. 4. —we | an 


know that an idol is nothing in the world; im 
and that there is none other God but po 
one. John xvil. 3. 1 Or 


2. The Attributes of God: That He is I fait 
a living and true God, ever- | anc 
laſting, © without Body, Parts or Ret 


Paſſions; of * infinite Power, a 
© Wiſdom, and * Goodneſs. bot! 


Jer. x. 10. But the Lord is the true I Goc 
God, he is the living God, and an ever- F men 
laſting King. 1 Theſ. 1. 9. Rom 

v P/al. xc. 2. Before the mountains | *. 
were brought forth, or ever thou hadit I g. 
formed the earth and the world: even f 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art 
God. 1 Tim. i. 17. —unto the King eter-f 
nal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſ$ 
God, be honour and glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. Pſal. cii. 26, 27. 

John iv. 24. God is a ſpirit, and they 
that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth. James i. 17, —theÞ| 
father of lights, with whom is no varia- 
bleneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. 2 Cr 


. 17. 
Mgt. 


"TS 
Mat. xix. 26. —Jeſus beheld them, 
and ſaid unto them, With men this is 
impoſſible, but with God all things are 
poſſible. Rev. i. 8. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
ſaith the Lord, which 1s, and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty, 
Rev.x1.17. Gen.xvii.1. Deut. 11.24. X.17. 

Pfal. Hxxix. 8,9, 13. 
Neom. xi. 33. O the depth of the riches 
both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
God! How unſearchable are his judg- 


ments, and his ways paſt finding out! 


| Rom. xvi. 27. Pſal. cxlvii. 5. 


* Pſal. evi. 1. Praiſe ye the Lord, O0 


$ 

give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, 
n for his mercy endureth for ever. Exod, 
rt xxx1v. 6, 7. Mic. vii. 18, 19. 

13. The Warks of God. That He is 


e the Maker and Preſerver of all 


nd Things, both viſible and inviſible. 
NMeh. ix. 6. Thou, even thou art Lord 
alone; thou haſt made heaven, the hea- 
ven of heavens, with all their hoſt, the 
earth, and all things that are wherein the 
"Wicas, ye all that is therein, and thoa 
| breſerveſt them all, and the hoſt of hea- 
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(4) 
ven worſhippeth thee. Gen. i. 1. Col. i. TI 
16, 17. his 
4. The Trinity. That in Unity of | 
this Godhead, there be Three Per- | © 
ſons, of One Subſtance, Power and ] * 
Eternity; the Father, the Son, and 1 Fa 


the Holy Ghoſt. 1 

Mat. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and J We 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the I the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and _ 
of the holy Ghoſt. 


1 John v. 7. For there are three that eve 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the F # 
Word, and the holy Ghoſt : and theſ: 1 day 
three are one. Gal. iv. 6. 2 Cor. xu. 14. 3 

3 DN Wwe 

= { fron 

9. HAT does the ſecond Article the 
treat of ? 1 


A. Of the Word, or Son of Ged, which of v. 
was mage very Man, It teacheth us fue 
Things concerning Chriſt, the Son of 
God : 1. The Godhead of Chriſt. 2. The 3 

Manhood of Chriſt. 3. The Unity of 
the Godhead and Manhood i in Chriſt. 4. 
The 


TT} 


The Sufferings of Chriſt. 5. The End of 


his Sufferings. 


9. What doth this Article tech us 


| concerning the Godhead of Chriſt ? 


Father. 


A. Four Things. 
1. That He is the Word of the 


John i. I. In the beginning was hs 
Word, and the Word was with God, and 


the Word was God. Rev. xix. 13. 


2. That He was begotten from 


7 3 of the Father. 


Pſal. ii. 7. —Thou art my Son, this 


| 2 have I 3 thee. 


That the Son, which is the 


Word of the Father, begotten 
from everlaſting of the Father, 1s 
the very and eternal God. 


Rom. ix. 5, Whoſe are the fathers, and 


of whom, as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt | 
| came, who is over all, God bleſſed tor 
ever. Amen. 


1 John v. 20. - We are in him that 


is true, even in his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, This 
is the true God, and eternal life. J. xliv.6. 


3 4. That 


(SJ 


That the Son is of one Sub- 


15260 with the Father. 
John x. zo. I and my Father are one. 


Ch. xiv. 11. Believe me, that I am in the 


Father, oY the Father in me. Phil. 11.6, 
_ Heb. i. 3. Atts xx. 28. John i. 1, 2. 

9. Whit doth this Article teach us, 
concerning the Manhood of Chriſt ? 


A. That Chriſt, the Son of God, 


took Man's Nature in the Womb 
of the bleſſed Virgin, of her Sub- 


Nance. 


Ia. vii.14. The Lord himſelf ſhall give [ 
you a ſign, Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive, I 
and bear a ſon, and ſhall call his name | 


Immanuel. 


Gal. iv. 4. When the fulneſs of the 
time was come, God ſent forth his ſon 


made of a woman, made under the law. 


Luke 1. 31. 
9. What doth this Article teach us, 


concerning the Unity of the Godhead and | 


Manhood in Chriſt ? 


4. That two whole and per- 
fect Natures, that is to ſay, the 


God- 


1 
* 


| 


LED 1 
Godhead and Manhood, were join- 
ed together in one Perſon, never 


to be divided, whereof is one 


Chriſt, very God and very Man. 
Col. ii. 9. In him dwelleth all the ful- 

neſs of the Godhead bodily. 1T7m. iii. 16. 

And without controverſy, great is the 


myſtery of godlineſs: God was manifeſt 
in the fleſh— 


9. What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Sufferings of Chriſt? 


A. That Chriſt truly ſuffered, 


{ was crucified, dead, and buried. 


chre. 


Mat. xxvii. 35. —They crucified him, 
and parted his garments. Roy. v.6. —In 


due time Chriſt died for the ungodly. 


Adds xili. 29. — They took him down 
from the tree, and laid him in a ſepul- 


2, What doth this Article teach us con- 


I cerning the End of Chriſt's Sufferings? 


A. Two Things. 


1. That Chriſt ſuffered, was 
$ crucified, dead and buried, to re- 
$ concile his Father to us. 


B 4 Rom. 


6 


Rom. v. 1o. — When we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his ſon. 

Eph. ii. 16. And that he might recon- 
cile both unto God in one body by the 
crols, e ſlain the enmity handy. 
1a. lis. 4,5, 6. 1 John ii. 1, 2. 2 Cor, 
USL 


2. That Chriſt ſuffered, was crucified, 


dead and buried, to be a Sacrifice 
not only for original Guilt, but 


alſo for Actual Sins of Men. 
John i. 29. —Behold, 


word. 


hath given himſelf for us, an offering and 


a facrifice to God, for a ſweet ſmelling } 


favour. 


III. 


WHA does the third Article 


treat of? 


A. The third Article doth teach us, that | 
as Chriſt died for us, and was bu- } 


ried ; ſo alſo that it is to be be- 


lieved, 


the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the fin of the 


Eph. v. 2. Chriſt hath loved us, and 


1 
lieved, that He went down into 
Hell. 


Acts ii. 27, Thou wilt not leave my 
ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine 
holy One to ſee corruption. Fpb. iv. q. 


9. In what Reſpect did Chriſt go down 


into Hell ? 

A. He went not into Hell! in his God- 
head, becauſe he is always preſent in all 
Places; nor in his Manhood, becauſe his 
Soul went into Paradiſe, and his Body 


was buried in the Grave; but as Man, 
He went to and continued for a Time in 


the State of the Dead, or State of Sepa- 
ration of Soul and Body, which the 
Word Hel! ſometimes ſignifies. 


——_ *** —— * * * 


IV. 
W HAT does the fourth Article 
8 treat of? 


A. Of the Reſilrrection of Chriſt, It 


teacheth us five Things concerning it. 


1. That Chriſt did truly riſe 


| again from Death. 
As x. 40, 41. Him God raiſed up 
the third day, and ſhewed him openly, 
WY not 


— 


(1%) 


not to all the people, but unto witneſſes 


choſen before of God, even to us, who 
did eat and drink with him after be roſe 


from the dead. | 
2. That Chriſt did truly riſe 


again from Death, and took again 


his Body, with Fleſh, Bones, and 


all Things appertaining tothe Per- 


fection of Man's Nature. 


Luke xxiv. 39. 
my feet, that it is I myſelf : handle me, 
and ſee, for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and 
bones, as ye ſee me have. John xx. 26,27. 

4. That Chriſt therewith, that is to 


 fay, with his Body and all Things apper- 


taining to the Perfection of Man's Nature, | 


aſcended into Heaven. 
Mark xv1. 19. So then aſter the Lord 


had ſpoken unto them, he was received 


AFs i. 9. And when he 


up into heaven, 


had ſpoken theſe things, while they be- 
held, he was taken up, and a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their fight. 


4. That Chriſt ſitteth in Hea- 
ven until He return. | 


Col. iii. . If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, 
ſeek 


Behold my hands and 


Z een 
. : *- oa 
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hy 
2 
1 
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( 11 
ſeek thoſe things which are above, where 
Chriſt ſitteth on the right hand of God. 
Eph. i. 20. Mar. xvi. 19. 


5. That Chriſt will return to judge 
all Men at the Laſt Day. 


Acts x. 42. And he commanded us to 
preach unto the 8 and to teſtify, 
that it is he which was ordained of God 


to be the judge of quick and dead. 
2 Jim. iv. 1. I charge thee therefore 


before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall judge the quick and the dead 


at his appearing, and his W Acts 


111. 20, 21. 


SW HAT docs the fifth Article 


treat of ? 
A. Of the Holy Ghoſt. It teacheth us 
three Things concerning Him. 


1, That the Holy Ghoſt pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the 


SON. 
Fohn v. 26. When the Comforter is 


come, whom I will ſend unto you from 


I the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 


proceed- 


r 


(12) 
proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teſ- 
tify of me. 
2. That the Holy Ghoſt is of one 


| Subſtance, Majeſty, and Glory 


with the NY. and the Son. 
1 John v. 7. For there are three that 


bear record 15 heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the holy Ghoſt, and theſe 


three are one. 


3. That the Holy Ghoſt is K and 


eternal God. 

Adds v. 3,4. Peter ſaid, Ananias, why 
hath Stan filled thine heart to lie to the 
holy Ghoſt - thou haſt not lied unto men, 


but unto God. Heb. ix. 14. 1 Cor. lil. 10. 


VI. 
3: HAT does the th Article 
treat of p 
A. Of the Sufficrency of the Holy Scrif- 
tures for Salvation. It teacheth us three 
Things concerning them, 


I. That Holy Scripture contain- 
cth all Things neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, 


2 Tim. 


(33 7 
2 Tim. iii. 15, And that from a child 
thou haſt known the holy ſcriptures, 
which are able to make thee wiſe unto 
ſalvation, through faith which is in Chriſt 


Jeſus. John xx. 31. 

2. That whatſoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved there- 
by, is not to be required of any 


Man, that it ſhould be believed as 
an Article of Faith, or be thought 


requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. 
Dewt. iv. 2. Ye ſhall not add unto the. 


word which I command you, neither ſhall 


vou diminiſh aught from it, that ye may 
| keep the commandments of the Lord 


your God, which I command you. 


Mat. xv. 9. But in vain they do wor- 
ſhip me, teaching for doctrines the com- 


dents of men. Gal. i. 8, 9 


3. That in the Name of be Holy 


Scripture we do underſtand thoſe 


Canonical Books of the Old and 


| New Teſtament, of whoſe Autho- 
rity was never any Doubt in the 
Church, 


2. 


( ] 

9. Should not you learn by Heart the 
Names and Order of theſe Books, and the 
Number of Chapters they contain ; that 
you may turn more readily to any Book 
and Chapter in the Bible ? 

A. Yes; I can repeat them. The Names 


and Order of the Books of the Old Tef- | 
tament, and the Chapters they contain, 


are as follow. 


Chapters. Chapters. 
Geneſis contains 50, Pſalms 150 
Exodus 40] Proverbs con- 
Leviticus 27] tains 31 
Numbers 36 Eccleſiaſtes 12 
Deuteronomy 34 The Song of 
Foſhua 24| Solomon 8 
Judges ö -- 60 
Ruth 4 Jeremiah 62 
I Samuel 31 Lamentations 5 
2 Samuel 24 | Ezekiel 8 
I Kings 22 | Daniel 12 
2 Kings 235 Hefea 14 
1 Chronicles 29 Joel 3 
2 Chronicles 36 Amos 9 
Ezra 1I0O Obadi ah [ 
Nehemiah 13 nab 4 
Eſther 10 Micah 7 
Jeb 421 Nahum 3 


To 
© 


2 
Habakpu 


615 
Chapters. 
Habakkuk 3 
Zephaniah 3 
Haggai 24 


0 


Chapters. 


Zechariah 14 


Malachi 4 


9. Name the Books of the New Teſ- 


Canonical, with the 
Chapters. 


tament that are received, and accounted 


Nader of their 


A. They are theſe: 


Chapters. 

Matthew con- 
tains 28 
Mark 16 
Luke 24 
ohn 21} 


The AFs 28 
The Epiſtle to 


the Romans 10 


1 Corinthians 16 
2 Corinthians 13 
Galatians 6 
Epheſians 6 


Phil bias 4 


Coloſſians 


4 
1 17 1 5 


Theffalontans 3 


Chapters; | 


1 Timothy con- 
tains 6 

2 Timothy 4 

Titus 3 

Philemon I 

Tothe Hebrews 13 

The Epiſtle of 
James 

1 Peter 

2 Peter 

1 John 


2 John 


— ä — 8888 


Revelation 22: 


. Doth the Church read any other 


Books beſides theſe ? 


i 


16 


A. There are other Books (cal- 


led the Apocrypha which (as Hie- 
rome ſaith) the Church doth read 
for Example of Life, and Inſtruc- 
tion of Manners; but yet doth it 
not apply 
Doctrine; ſuch are theſe follow- 


ing. 


them to eſtabliſh any 


Chapters. Chapters. 
1 Eſdranwhich The Song of the 
contains. Three Children 
2 Eſdras 10|The Story of 
Tobit 14 Suſanna 
Judith) 16 The Idol Be! 
The reſt of aud the Dra- 
Aber 6 gon 
Wiſdom 19 The Prayer of 
Eccleſiaſticus 81 Manaſſeh 
Baruch, with I Maccabees 
the Epiſtle of contains 16 
Teremiah 62 Maccabees 15 
VII. 


W HAT does the ſeventh Article 


treat of ? 


A. 


(17 
A. Of the Old Teftament. It teacheth 


us fix Things concerning it. 


I. That the Old Teſtament is 


not contrary to the New. 


Acls xxvi. 22. —faying none other 
things than thoſe which the prophets and 
Moſes did fay ſhould come. Ro. i. 1,2. 


2. That both in the Old and 
New Teſtament, everlaſting Lite 
is offered to Mankind by Chriſt, 
who is the only Mediator between 


God and Man, being both God 


and Man. 


Heb. iv. 2. For unto us was the goſpel 


preached, as well as unto them. 1 Cor. x. 4. 
For they drank of that ſpiritual rock 


that followed them: and that rock was 


Chriſt. 
1 7m. ii. 5, — There is one God, and 
one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Chriſt Jeſus. Gal. iii. 8. Heb. xili. 
8. 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. ili. 18, 19, 20. iv. 6. 
| Rom. x. 16. John vill. 56, 


3. That they are not therefore 


to be heard, which feign that the 
Old 


(#) 


Old Fathers did look only for 


tranſitory Promiſes. 

Acls xiii. 32, 33. — The promiſe which 
was made unto the fathers, God hath ful- 
filled the ſame unto us their children, in 

that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again. 
Juobn viii. 56. Your father Abraham 
rejoiced to ſee my day: and he aw it, and 


was glad. Hb. xi. 10, 10, 24,25, 35: 
4. That the Law given from 


God by Moſes, as touching Cere- 


monies How Rites, doth not bind 


Chriſtian Men. 


Dan. ix. 27, —In the midſt of the 


week, he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the 
oblation to ceaſe — 


Col. ii. 14. Blotting out the hand-wri- | 
ting of ordinances that was againſt us, 


which was contrary to us, and took it out 
of the way, nailing it to his croſs. Epb. 


11. I 5 Having aboliſhed in his fleſh the | 


enmity, even the law of commandments, 
contained in ordinances. Gal. iii. 24, 25. 


Col. ii. 16. Gal. v. 1. Heb. vii. 12. 
That the civil Precepts there- 


of ought not of Neceſlity to be | 


receiv- 


SE ED 
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received in any Commonwealth. 
Gen. xlix. 10. The ſceptre ſhall not de- 
part from Judah, nor a law-giver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh come. Luke 
xvi. 16. The law and the prophets were 
until John. 


6. That yet notwithſtanding, no 


Chriſtian Man whatſoever is free 
from the Obedience of the Com- 


mandments which are called Mo- 


Met. v.17. Think not that Iam come 


to deſtroy the law or the prophets : I am 


not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil. 


Rom. ili. 31. Do we then make void 
the law through faith? God forbid : yea, 
we eſtabliſh the law. Jam. ii. 8--11. 


* 
— — 
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VIII. 


| JW HAT does the eighth Article 


treat of? 
A. The eighth Article teacheth us two 


1. That the three Creeds, Wice 


Creed, Athanaſius's Creed, and 
that 


C-20-) 
that which is commonly called 
the Apoſtles Creed, ought through- 
ly to be received and believed. 

2 Tim. 1. 13. Hold faſt the form of 
ſound words, which thou haſt heard of 
me, in faith and love which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. 

2. The Reaſon why they ſhould be 
received and believed, becauſe they may 


be proved by moſt certain War- 


rants of Holy Scripture. 

1 Je. v. 21. Prove all things: hold 
faſt that which is good. 

Jude 3. Beloved, when I gave all dili- 
gence to write unto you of the common 
falvation ; it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you, that ye ſhould 
earneſtly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the ſaints. 


hn ad — 
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9.NK7 HAT does the ninth Article 
treat of ? fy 
A. Of Original or Birth-Sin. It teach- 
eth us two Things concerning it: firſt, 


the 


(219 
the Deſcription, and ſecondly, the Effects 
of it? 


9. What doth this Article teach us 


concerning the Deſcription of Original 
Sin? 


A. That Original Sin ſtandeth 
not in the following of Adam (as 


the Pelagians do vainly talk) but 
it is the Fault and Corruption of 


the Nature of every Man, that 


naturally is ingendered of the Off- 
ſpring of —_— 
P/al. li. 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in 


iniquity : BY in ſin did my mother con- 


ceive me. Job xiv, 4. Who can bring a 


clean thing out of an unclean ? not one. 
Rom. v. 12, 19. By one man fin en- 
_ tered into the world, and death by ſin; 
and fo death paſſed upon all men, for that 
all have ſinned —For by one man's diſ- 


| obedience many were made finners. 
9, What doth this Article teach us 


concerning the Effects of Original Sin? 
Is Si Things. 


That every Man is very far 


gone 


£26 
gone from Original Righteouſ- 


nels. 


Rom. iii. 10, 11, 12. As it is written, 


There is none righteous, no not one: 
There is none that underſtandeth, there 


is none that ſeeketh after God. They | 


are all gone out of the way, they are to- 
gether become unprofitable, there is none 
that doth good, no not one. 

Rom. vu. 18, For I know that in me 
(that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no good 
thing. 

1a. Ixiv. 6. But we are all as an un- 
clean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes 
are as filthy rags. P/al. xiv. 1, 2, 3. Rom. 
Vill. 7. 5 

2. That every man is of his own 


Nature inclined to Evil. 


Gen. viii. 21, — The imagination of | 


man's heart is evil from his youth. 

ob xv. 16. How much more abomi- 
nable and filthy is man, which drinketh 
iniquity like water? Rom. vii. 17. Pſa. 
 Ivuii. 3, 4, 5. Ja. lvii. 20. | 


3- That the Fleſh luſteth always 
contrary to the Spirit, 


Rom. 
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Rom. vii. 23. — I ſee another law in 
my members, warring againſt the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into capti- 
vity to the law of fin, which is in my 
members. 
Gal. v. 17. The fleſh luſteth againſt 
the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh : 
and theſe are contrary the one to the other; 


ſo that ye cannot do the things that ye 


Would. 
Eccleſ. ix. 3. — The heart of the ſons 


of men is full of evil, and madneſs is in 


their heart while they live, and after that 


they go to the dead. 

That in every Perſon there- 
fore born into this World, it de- 
ſerveth God's Wrath and Dam- 


nation. 

Rom. v. 12, 18. As by one man ſin 
entered into the world, and death by fin ; 
and fo death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have ſinned. — By the offence of 
one, judgment came __ all men to con- 

1 demnation. 


Rom. vi. 23. For the Wages of ſin is 
death. Epb. ii. 3. 


4 That 


— 3 


2 
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5. That this Infection of Na- 


ture doth remain, yea, in them 
that are regenerated, whereby the 


Luſt of the Fleſh is not ſubject to 
the Law of God. 


Job ix. 2,3, 20. I know it is ſo of a 
truth : but how ſhould man be juſt with 
God ? If he will contend with him, he 
cannot anſwer him one of a thouſand. If 
I juſtify myſelf, mine own mouth ſhall 
condemn me: If I ſay, I am perfect, it 
ſhall alſo prove me perverſe. 

1 John i. 8. If we ſay that we have no 


ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth 


is not in us. 

Eccleſ. vii. 20. For there is not a juſt 
man upon earth that doth good, and ſin- 
neth not. Pſal. cxxx. 3. Gal. v. 17. 


6. That although there is no 
Condemnation for them that be- 
lieve and are baptized, yet the 
Apoſtle doth confeſs, that Con- 
cupiſcence and Luſt hath of itſelf 


the Nature of Sin. 
Rom. vii. 7, ---I had not known luſt, 


except 


ty 
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except the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
covet. 

Mark vii. 20, 21. And he faid, That 
which cometh out of the man, that de- 
fileth the man. For from within, out of 
the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders. 

James iv. 1. From whence come wars 
and fightings among you? come they not 
hence, even of your luſts, that war in 
your members? Rom. viii. 7. Mal. v. 28. 
Ter. xvli. 9. Mat, xv, 19, 20. 


3 

2 es : 
HAT does the 7enth Article 
treat of ? 


A. Of Free-will : and teacheth us 
two Things concerning it. 


1. hat the Condition of Man 
after the Fall of Ada is ſuch, 


that he cannot turn and prepare 


himſelf by his own natural Strength 


and good Works to Faith, and 


calling upon God. 


John vi. 44. No man can come to me, 


except the Father Which hath ſent me, 


draw him. Q Hob. 


(26 
Eph. ii. 8. For by grace are ye ſaved, 
through faith; and that not of your- 


ſelves : it is the gift of God. 
Rom. viii. 26. Likewiſe the ſpirit alſo 


helpeth our infirmities: for we know _ 


not what we ſhould pray for as we ought: 
but the ſpirit itſelf maketh interceſſion 
for us, with groanings which cannot be 


uttered. hill ia. l. i. . 13. 1 Cor. 


V 


2. That therefore we have no 
Power to do good Works, plea- 
ſant and acceptable to God, with- 
out the Grace of God by Chriſt 


preventing us, that we may have 


a good Will, and working with 


us, when we have that good Will. 


Fer. x. 23. O Lord, I know that the 
way of man is not in himſelf: it is not 
in man that walketh, to direct his ſteps. 


John xv. g. — Without me ye can do 1 


nothing. 
Phil. ii. 13. It is God that worketh 
in you, both to will and to do of his 


good pleaſure. 


2 Cor. iii. 5. Not that we are ſufficient 


of 


(27) 
of ourſelves to think any thing as of our- 


ſelves: but our ſufficiency is of God, 1 
Cor. xv. 10. 


r 
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XI. 


2 W. HAT does the cleventh Article 


treat of? 
A. Of the Fuſtification of Man, It 


teacheth us three Things concerning it. 


I. The meritorious Cauſe of our Fuſti- 
cation. That we are accounted 


righteous before God only for the 
Merit of our Lord and Saviour 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


Rom. ili. 24. Being juſtified freely by 


his grace, through the redemption that 


is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. x. 4. For Chriſt ! is the end of 


the law for righteouſneſs to every one 
that believeth. 


2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath made him 


to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that 


we might be made the richteouſneſo of 


God in him. Rom. v. 18, 19. 1 Cor. i. 30. 


i k. 
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2. The mean or inſtrumental Cauſe of 


Juſtificatiun. That we are accounted 
righteous before God only for the Merit 


of Chriſt by Faith, and not for our 


own Works, or Deſervings. 

Rom. iii. 28. -A man is juſtified by 
faith, without the deeds of the law. 

Eph.1.8,9. For by grace are ye ſaved, 
through faith; and that not of your- 
ſelves: it is the gift of God: not of 
works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt. 

Rom. iv. 5, —To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth 


the ungodly, his faith is counted for righ- 


teouſneſs. Gal. ii. 16. Rom. iii. 8. As 
xiil. 39. | 

3. The Comfort thereof: That to be 
juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt 
wholſome Doctrine, and very full 


of Comfort. 

Rom. v. 1, 2. — Being juſtified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. By whom alſo 
we have acceſs by faith into this grace 
wherein we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. Ver. 9. Much more 

then 


r 
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then being now juſtified by his blood, we 
ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. 
Ver. 11. —We joy in God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have 
now received the atonement. 


n 
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XII. 


2. IAT does the revelfth Article 
W treat of ? 


A. Of good Werks, It teacheth us 
four Things concerning them: 1. The 
Nature; 2. The Inſufficiency ; ;-3.-The 
Acceptance; and, 4. The Neceility of 
good Works. 

9. What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Nature of good Works? 
A. Two Things. 


1. That good Works are the 


Fruits of Faith. 
Heb. xi. 4. By faith Abel offered unto 


God a more excellent facrifice than Cain — 
James ii. 26. For as the body without 


_ the ſpirit is dead, fo faith without works 


is dead alſo, _ 

2. That good Works follow af- 
ter Juſtification. . 
C 3 Eph, 


( 30 ) 

Fph. ii. 10, For we are his workman- 
ſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works, which God had before ordained 
that we ſhould walk in them. 

Tit. iii. 8. This is a faithful faying, 
and theſe things I will that thou affirm 
conſtantly, that they which have believ- 
ed in God, might be careful to maintain 
good works: theſe things are good and 
profitable unto men. Eph. i. 4. 

9. What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Inſufficiency of our good 


works ? 
A. Two Things. 


1. That good Works cannot | 


put away our Sins. 
Heb. ix. 26. —Now once in the end 

of the world, hath he appeared to put 

away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 


1 John i. 7. —The blood of Jeſus | 
Chriſt his ſon, cleanſeth us from all ſin, | 


H. i. 3. Kev bh 5. 


2. That good Works cannot | 
endure the Severity of God's ſudg- 


ment. 


Pſal. exliii. 2. Enter not into judgment 
with thy ſervant: for in thy fight ſhall 
no man living be juſtified, 7s 
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ob 1 ix.3. If he will contend with him, 
he cannot anſwer him one of a thou- 
ſand. 

Q. What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Acceptance of our good 
Works? 

A, That notwithſtanding our good 
Works cannot put away our Sins, nor 
endure the Severity of God's Judgment, 


yet are they pleaſing and accept- 
able to God in Chriſt. 
1 Pet. ii. 5. Ye alſo as lively ſtones, 


are built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy 
prieſthood to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, 


acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Heb. xiii, 16. But to do good, and to 
communicate, forget not : for with ſuch 
facrifices God is well pleaſed, Mat. v. 16. 
Eppb. ii. 10. Col. i. 10. 


9, What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Neceſſity of good Works? 


A. That good Works do ſpring 
out neceſſarily of a true and live- 
ly Faith ; inſomuch that by them 
a lively Faith may be as evidently 
known, as a Tree diſcerned by 
the Fruit. C4 Mat. 


(32) 
Mat. vii. 17, 18. Even ſo every good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit: but a cor- 


rupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit: 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. 

James ii. 17, 18. —Faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead being alone Yea, a 
man may fay, Thou haſt faith, and | Þ 
have works : thew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will ew thee my 


faith by my works, 


XIII. 


2. VVV HAT does the Zhirteenth Arti- 
| cle treat of ? 

A. Of Works before fuſtification. It 
teacheth us three Things about them. 


'T, That Works done before the 
Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpira- 
tion of his Spirit, are not pleaſant 
to God, foraſmuch as they ſpring; 
not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 


eb. xi. 6. —Without faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe him. 


Mat. 


413 


Mat. vii. 16. —Do men gather grapes 
of thorns? or figs of thiſtles: 

Gal. iii. 10. For as many as are of the 
works of the law, are under the curſe : 
for it is written, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do 
e 


That Works done before the Grace 


of Chr iſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 


do not make Men meet to receive 


Grace, or (as the School Authors 


lay) deferve Grace of Congruity. 
Tit. iii. 5. Not by works of righteouſ- 


nels, which we have done, but accord- 


mg to his mercy he ſaved us, by the 
WW athing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the holy Ghoſt. 

Eph. ii. 8. —By Grace are ye ſaved, 
through faith; and that not of your- 
ſelves: it is the gift of God. 

Rom. iv. 5. —'To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth 


the ungodly, his faith 1s counted tor 
: righteouſneſs, Rom. ili. 20. 


2. That Works done before the Grace 


of Che it, and the Infpiration of his Spirit, 


8 for 
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for that they are not done as God 
hath willed and commanded them 
to be done, have, we doubt not, 
the Nature of Sin. 
Prov. xv.8. The ſacrifice of the wick- 


ed is an abomination to the Lord: but 


the prayer of the upright 1s his delight. 


Rom. xiv. 23. — Whatſoever is not of 


faith, is fin. Rom. viii. 7, 8. 
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XIV. 
HAT does the fourte nth Arti- 
cle treat of ? 
A. Of Mors of Supererogation, It 


teacheth us two Things about them. 


1. That voluntary Works be- 


2 


ſides, over and above God's Com- 


mandments, which they call Works 
of Supererogation, cannot be 


taught without ene and [3 


Impiety. 


Prev. xxx. 6. Add hen not unto - his 
words, leſt he reprove thee, and thou be 


found a lar, 


Poa | 


. 
Keb. xxi1. 18. If any man ſhall add 
unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this 
Bock. Deut. vi. 1, 2 
2. That Works of Supererogation can- 
not be taught without Arrogancy and 


Impiety, for by them Men do de- 


clare, that they do not only ren- 
der unto God as much as they 
are bound to do, but that they 
do more for his Sake, than of 
bounden Duty is required : Where- 
as Chriſt faith plainly (Zuke xvii. 
10.) When ye have done all that 
are commanded to you, ſay, We 
are unprofitable Servants. 


as. 
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. HAT does the fifteenth Article 


treat of ? 
A. Of Chriſt alone without Sin. It 
teacheth us four Things concerning him. 
1. That Chriſt in the Truth of 
our Nature was made hke unto us 
9 


(39) 

in all Things, Sin only except. 

Heb. ii. 16, 17. For verily he took not 
on him the nature of angels; but he took 
on him the feed of Abraham. Where- 
fore in all things it behoved him to be 
made like unto his brethren; that he 
might be a merciſul and faithful high 
prieſt, in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the ſins of the 
people. 1 

Heb. iv. 13. —We have not an high 


prieſt which cannot be touched with he 


tceling of our infirmities ; but was in all 
points tempted 880 as We are, yet with- 
out ſin. _ VIII. 3. Jahn xiv. 30. 1Pel. 


5 
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Þ Sy Chriſt in our Nature 
was is dearly void from Sin, both in 
his Fleth, and in his Spirit. 

Heb. vu. 26,27. —Such an high prictt 
became us, who is holy, harmlets, un- 
defiled, ſeparate from finners, — who 
needeth not daily, as thoſe high prieſts, 
to offer up ſacrifice, firſt for his own ſins, 
and then for the peoples 


2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath made him 
to be fin for us, who knew no ſin; that 


we 


46 


we might be the dude of God 


in oy” 


That Chriſt came to be a 


: Lab without ſpot, who by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf once made, 
ſhould take away the Sins of the 
World: And Sin (as St. Joh 


faith) was not in him. 
Jahn 1. 29. —Behold, the Lamb of 


| God, which taketh away the fin of the 


world. 


1 John iii. 5. — Ve know that he was 
maniteſted to take: away our ſins; and in 
him is no ſin. 


4. That all the reſt (although 
baptized and born again in Chriſt) 
yet offend in many Things: And 
if we ſay we have no Sin, we de- 


ceive ourſelves, and the Truth is 


not in us. 1 7ob77 i. 8. 
James iii. 2. For in many things we 


offend all. 


Eccleſ. vii. 20. For there is not a juſt 


man upon ear th, that doth good and ſin- 


neth not. Prov. xx. g. 1 Kings vili. 46. 
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XVI. 
© 0 7 HAT does the fixteenth Article 
| treat of ? 


A. Of Sin after Baptiſm. It teacheth 


us five Things concerning it. 


1. That not every deadly Sin, 


willingly committed after Baptiſm, 


is Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 
unpardonable. 


Mat. x11. 31. Wherefore I ſay unto 
you, All manner of fin and blaſphemy 


ſhall be forgiven unto men: but the 


blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall 


not be forgiven unto men. 


1 John v. 16. If any man ſee his bro- 


ther ſin a fin which is not unto death, 
he ſhall aſk ; and he ſhall give him lite 
for them that fin not unto death. 


2, That therefore the Grant of | 
Repentance is not to be denied to 


ſuch as fall into Sin after Baptiſm. 


2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord is - long- ſuffer- 


ing to us-ward, not willing that any 


ſhould periſn, but that all ſhould come | 


0 7 ePentance, 
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Luke xv. 7. J fay unto you, that likes 
wiſe joy ſhall be in heaven over one ſin- 
ner that repenteth, more than over nine- 
ty and nine juſt perſons, which need no 
repentance. 


3. That after we have received 
the Holy Ghoſt, we may depart 
from Grace given, and fall into 
Sin. 

1 Cor. ix. 27. But I keep under my 
body, and bring it into ſubjection: leſt 


that by any means when I have preached 
to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, 


Heb. in. 12. Take heed, brethren, leſt 


there be in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief, in departing from the living God. 
4. That when we fall into Sin after 


receiving the Holy Ghoſt, Dy the Grace 
of God we may ariſe again, and 


amend our Lives. 


Mat. xxvi. 75. And Peter remember- 


N ed the Words of Jeſus, which {aid unto 


him, Before the cock crow, thou ſhalt 
deny me thrice. And he went out, and 
Ks bitterly. 


That therefore they are to 
be 


tion ? 
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be condemned, which fay they. 


can no more fin as long as they 
live here, or deny the Place of 


Forgiveneſs to ſuch as truly repent, 

1 John i. 9, 10. If we confeſs our ſins, 
he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighte- 


oufneſs. If we ſay that we have not ſin- 


ned, we make him a liar, and his word 
is not in us. 

Rev. ii. 5. Remember therefore from 
whence thou art ſallen, and repent, and 
do the firſt works; or elſe I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candleſtick out of his place, except thou 
repent. Gal. vi. 1. 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. 
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NV HAT does the feventeenth Arti- 
cle treat of? 8 
A. Of Predeſtinatio and 1 It 


teacheth us three Things: 1. The De- | 


ſcription; 2. The . and, 3 


The Sen Of it. 
9, What doth this Article teach us 


cen erning the Detcription of Predeſtina- 


« 


| 


| 


I, That F 
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| 1. That Predeſtination to Life, 
is the everlaſting Purpoſe of God, 
whereby (before the Foundations 
of the World were laid) he hath 
conſtantly decreed by his Coun- 
ſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from 
Curſe and Damnation, thoſe whom 
he hath choſen in Chriſt out of 
Mankind, and to bring them by 
n | Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as 


4 | Veſſels made to Honour. 
8 Eph. i. 4, 5, 11. According as he hath 


cChoſen us in him, before the foundation 
of the world, that we ſhould be holy, 
and without blame before him in love: 
— Having predeſtinated us unto the adoption 
of children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, 
according to the good pleaſure . of his 
will. In whom alſo we have obtained 
an inheritance, being predeſtinated ac- 


| cording to the purpoſe of him who work- 
e- | eth all things after the purpoſe of his 
3- will. 

. 2 Tim. i. q. Who hath ſaved us, and 
11 


called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording 


( 42) 
cording to our works, but according to 
his own purpoſe an, d grace 3 h vas 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before tho wor 
began. Rom. ix. 11—10, 22. 45. 5 I Theſ 
V. $4 1 Pet. i. 2. Exod. xxxiii. 19. 2 Tim 
„ Mat. Xi. 25, 20. XIii. 11. X. 16. 
— What doth” this Article teach us 
concerning the Privileges of Predeſtina- | 
tion ? 


A. Theſe ſeven Things. 

I. That they which be endued | 
with ſo excellent a Benefit of God, | 
are called according to God's Pur- 
pole by his Spirit Wenn in due 
Seaſon. 

Rom. viii. 309, - Whom he did pre- 
deſtinate, them he alſo called: and whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtified: and 
whom he juſtified, them he alſo glori- 
fied, 

Gal. i. 15, - When it pleaſed God, 
who ſeparated me from my mother's 


womb, and called me by his grace. As 
. 39. 2 Theſ. ii. 13, 14. 1 Pet. v. 10. 


2. That they through Grace 
obey the e | 


Jobi N 
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John x. 27. My ſheep hear my voice, 


and I know them, and they follow me. 
Acts xiii. 48. And when the Gentiles 


| heard this, they were glad, and glorified 


the word of the Lord : and as many as 
were ordained to eternal lite, believed. 
Ter. ri 3. ii. 23. Zecb. ii 10, 1. 


John vi. 37. 
3. That they are juſtified freely. 
Rom. viii. 30. — Whom he. did predeſ- 
tinate, them he alſo called: and whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtined, _ 
Rom. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by 


his grace, through the redemption that is 


in Jeſus Chriſt, 
4. That they are made Sons of 


N God by Adoption. 


Eph. 1. 5. Having predeſtinated us un- 
to the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt 


to himſelf, according to che good plea- 


ſure of his will. 

Rom. viii. 15, 16, —Ye have received 
the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father. The fpirit itſelf beareth 
witneſs with our ſpirit, that we are the 
children of God. 


5. That they are made like the 


image 


ar WO "uy * 


hope of Elvation. For God hath not 


( 44 ) 


image of his only begotten Son | 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


Rom. vin. 29. —Whom he did fore- 
know, he alſo did predeſtinate to be con- 
formed to the im age of his ſon. 

Phil. iii. 10. That I may know him, 


and the power of his reſurrection, and 


the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being a | 


conformable unto his death“ 
6. That they walk religiouſly 
in good Wo: Ks. 


1 Pet. i. 2. let according to the 
e SE _ 0 odtneFather,through 
Cat ion of f ihe > ſpiric unto obedience, | 
and pri! | ing the blood of Jeſus 
Cluiſt. 

2 I hef. ii God hath from the 
begmnaln 8 en n you to falvation,through 


Aanckiftcation * the ſpirit, and belief of 
the truth. 

1 Theſ. v. 8, 9. Let us who are of the 
day, be ſober, LP on the breaſtplate | 
of i Gith and love. and for an helmet, the 


appointed us to wrath ; but to obtain far. 
vation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Fpb. ii. 
10. Like xx. 26. Deut. vii. 6,7,8. 1 Pet. 
u. 9. of r 


1 
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That at length by God's 


Mercy they attain to everlaſting 


Felicity. 
Rom. vii. 30. —Whom he did pre- 
deſtinate, them he alſo called: and whom 


he called, them he alſo juſtified : and 


whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. 


Mat. xxv. 34. Then ſhall the King 
ſay unto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world. .1 Pet. 1. 2, 3, 4, 5. 
Job vi. 


9, Wh oy doth this Article teach us 


concerning the Conſideration of Predeſ- 


tination ? 


A. Two Things: 

I. That the godly Confidera- 
tion of Predeſtination and our 
Election in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, 
| pleaſant, and unſpeakable Com- 
fort to godly Perſons, and ſuch as 


feel in themſelves the Working of 
” the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying 


the Works of the Fleſh, and their 
_ earthly 


(40) 
earthly Members, and drawing | 
up their Mind to high and hea- 
venly Things ; as well becauſe it 
[| doth greatly eſtabliſh and confirm 
If their Faith of eternal Salvation, to 

be enjoyed through Chriſt, as be- 
cauſe it doth fervently kindle their 


Love towards God. 

Rom. vili. 33, 38, 39. Who ſhall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elect ? 
lf It is God that juſtifieth.— For I am per- 
"Hh ſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
l [ angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 

nor things preſent, nor things to come : 

nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other 
1 creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 
Uh the love of God which 1 is in Chriſt Jeſus 
17 our Lord. 

4 1 John iv. 19. We love him, becauſe 
it he firſt loved us. 1 Sam. xii. 22. Rom. 
1 viii. 28. 1 7). i. 4, 5 

1 2. That for curious and carnal t 

Perſons, lacking the Spirit of 
Chriſt, to have continually before 
their Eyes the Sentence of God's 


Predeſ- 
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g | Predeſtination, is a moſt danger- 


4— 


ous downfal, whereby the Devil 
doth thruſt them either into De- 
ſperation, or into Wretchleſneſs of 
moſt unclean Living, no leſs pe- 
rilous than Deſperation. Further- 
more, we muſt receive God's 
Promiſes in ſuch wiſe as they be 


generally ſet forth to us in Holy 


Scripture: And in our Doings, 


that Will of God is to be follow- 


ed, which we have expreſsly de- 


clared unto us in the Word of 
God. 


Deut. xxix. 29. The ſecret things be- 
long unto the Lord our God: but thoſe 
things which are revealed, belong unto 
us, and to our children for ever, that we 
may do all the words of this law. 

Luke xi. 28. Bleſſed are they that hear 


the word of God, and keep it. 


John ili. 16. God fo loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten ſon, that 


whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 


periſh, 


648) 
periſh , but have everlaſting life. 


Moat. xi. 28. Come unto me, all 
that labour, and are heavy laden, _ 
I will give you reſt, 


X VIII. 
HAT does the e:ghteenth Ar- 
ticle treat of? 
A. Of obtaining eternal Salvation only 


by the Name of Chriſt. It teacheth us 


two Things concerning it. 


1. That they are to be had ac- 
curſed, that preſume to ſay, that 
every Man ſhall be ſaved by the 
Law or Se& which he profeſleth, 


2. 


ſo that he be diligent to frame his 
Life according to that Law, and 


the Light of Nature. 


Cal. i. 8. —- Though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other goſpel un- 


to you, than that which we have preach- | 


ed unto you, let him be accurſed. 


2. The Reaſon of this; that Holy 


Scripture doth ſet out unto us only | 


the | 


36 
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the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, where- 


by Men mult be ſaved. 


Aels iv. 12. Neither is there ſalvation 


in any other: for there is none other 


name under heaven given among men 
whereby we mult be ſaved. Acts x. 43. 
Col. iii. 11. John xiv. 6. 1 John v. 11, 12. 


— 


NIX. 


4 H A T does the nineteenth Ar- 


ticle treat of ? 


A. Of the Church, It ceacheth us two 
gs” 


That he viſible Cheb of 
Chriſt 3 is a Congregation of faith- 
ful Men, in the which the pure 
Word of God 1s preached, and 
the Sacraments duly adminiſtered 
according to Chriſt's Ordinance, 


in all thoſe Things that of Neceſ- 


lity are requiſite to the ſame. 
Mat. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and 


| teach all nations, bapti/ ing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the holy Ghoſt. D Acts 


( 50 ) 


Ads ii. 42. And they continued ſted- 


faſtly in the apoſtles doctrine and fellow- 


ſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 


Pray vers. 


P's 


2. That as the Church of Hie. 


ruſalem, Alexandria, and Anti- 
och, have erred, ſo alſo the Church 
of Rome hath erred, not only in 


their Living and manner of Any 


monies, but alſo in Mattersof Faith. 


2 Theſ. i. 7—10. For the myſtery of 
iniquity doth already work : only he who 


now letteth, will let, until he be taken 


out of the way. And then ſhall that 
wicked be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall 


conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, 
and ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of 


his coming: even him whoſe coming is 


after the working of Satan, with all pow- 
er, and figns, and lying wonders, and 


with all deceivableneſs of unrighteout- | 


neſs, in them that periſh ; becauſe they 
received not the love of the truth, that 
they might be ſaved. 2 Cor. xi. 3. Gal. 
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cCeſſary things; 
meats offered to idols, and from blood, 


lelves, 


(51) 
XX. 


9. WII AT does the Fwentieth Article 


treat of? 

A. Of the Authority of the Church. It 
teacheth us, firſt, what Power the Church 
hath ; and ſecondly, what Power it hath 
not. 


9, What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Power that the Church 


hath ? 


A. Three Things 
1. That the Church hath Pow- 


cr to decree Rites or Ceremonies. 

Adds xv. 28, 29. For it ſeemed good 
to the holy Ghoſt, and to us, to lay up- 
on you no greater burden than theſe ne- 
That ye abſtain from 


and from things ſtrangled, and from for- 


nication : from which if ye keep your- 
ye ſhall do well. 
Aets xvi. 4. And as they went through 


the cities, they delivered them the de- 
| crees for to keep, that were ordained of 
the apoſtles and elders which were at Je- 
ruſalem. Efther ix. 27, 28. (Jol x. 22. 
| compared with 1 Mac. iv. 59.) 


D 2 2, That 
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2. That the Church hath Au- 


thority i in Controverſies of Faith. 
Heb. x111.7, 17. Remember them which 


have the rule over you, who have ſpo- 
ken unto you the word of God : whoſe 
faith follow, conſidering the end of their 


— Obey them that have 


rivertition. 


the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves: 


for they watch for your ſouls, as they that 
muſt give account : that they may do it 


with joy, and not with grief: for that is 


unprofitable for you. 
1 Tim. i. 3. 


that they teach no other doctrine. Cant. 
i. 8. Tit. iii. 10, 11, Eph. iv. 11,12,13. 


3. That the Church is a Witncl . 


RE, A Keeper of Holy Writ. 


1 Jin. iii. 15. —The houſe of God, 


which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and ground of the truth. 
Rom. Iii. 2. — Unto them were 8 
mitted the oracles of God. | 
9. What doth this Article teach 10 
concerning the Power or Authority that 


the Church hath not ? 


/ 


l beſought thee to abide 
ſtill at Epheſus, when I went to Mace- 
donia, that thou mighteſt charge ſome 


after the tradition of men, 


©& 
#. Three ne 
1. That it is not lawful for the 


Church to ordain any thing. that 


is contrary to God's Word writ- 
ten. 

2 Cor, X11, 8. For we can do nothing 
againſt the truth, but for the truth. 


Mat. xv. 9. —Tn vain they do wor- 
ſhip me, teaching for doctrines the com- 


mandments of men. 


Col. ii. 8. Beware leſt any man ſpoil 
you through philoſophy and vain deceit, 
aiter the ru- 
diments of the world, and not after Chriſt. 


Matt. xxviii. 20. Heis iv. 19. Rom, iii. 4. 


2 r. x. 8, 13 

2. That & Church may not ſo 
expound one Place of Scripture, 
that it be repugnant (or contrary} 


to another. 


Iſa. vii, 20, To the law and to the 
teſtimony : if they ſpeak not according 


to this word, it is becauſe there is no light 


in them. 

Rom. X11.0. —Let us propheſy accord- 
ing to the proportion of faith. Luke xvi. 
29. Neh. vil, 8. D 3 3. That 


( 
| 
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3. That although the Church 
be a Witneſs, and a Keeper of Ho- 
ly Writ, yet as it ought not to 


decree any Thing againſt theſame, | 


ſo beſides the ſame ought it not 
to enforce any Thing to be believ- 


ed for Neceſſity of Salvation. 


Deut. iv. 2. Ve ſhall not add unto the 
word which I command you, neither 
ſhall you diminiſh ought from it. 

Rev. xxli. 18, 19. For I teſtify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the 


prophecy of this book, If any man ſhal! | 


add unto theſe things, God ſhall add un- 
to him the plagues that are written in 
this book: And if any man ſhall take 
away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God ſhall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. Mat. xv. 3. Tt. i. 
14. Gal. i. 8, 9. ili. 15. | 


XXI. 


ticle treat of? 


2. \ V H A T does the 7wenty fit Ar- 
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A. Of the Authority of General Coun- 
cils, It teacheth us four Things con- 
cerning it. 
1. That General Councils may 
not be gathered together without 
the Commandment and Will of 


Princes. 

King Aſa gathered together Judah and 
Benjamin to reform the kingdom, and to 
reſtore the true worſhip of God. King 
Hezekiah gathered together the prieſts 


and Levites, to reform religion and the 


worſhip of God. King Joſiah ſent to 
gather together all the elders of Judah 
and Jeruſalem to reform the diforders of 
the temple and the kingdom. 2 Chron. 
xv, ix, and xxxiv*? Chapters. 

Rom. X11. 1. Let every ſoul be ſubject 
unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be, 
are ordained of God. | 


2. That General Councils when 
they are gathered together (for- 
aſmuch as they be an Aſſembly 
of Men) all thereof may not be 


D4  govern- 


9 


governed with the Spiritand Word 
of God. 


I John iv. i. Beloved, believe not eve- 
ry ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they 
are of God: becauſe many falſe prophets 
are gone out into the world. og 

Rom. ix. 6. —They are not all Ifrael | 
which are of Iſrael. John vii. 47. 

3. That General Councils (for- 
aſmuch as they be an Aſſembly 


of Men whereof all may not be 

governed with the Spirit and Word 
of God) may err, and ſometime 
have erred, even in Things per- 


taining unto God. 


A council of the chief prieſts, ſcribes, 
and elders of the people, conſulted to take 
Jeſus by ſubtilty and kill him. Mat. xxvi. 
2, 4. The rulers, elders, ſcribes, and 
the high prieſt, aſſembled together at Je- 

ruſalem, commanded the apoſtles not to 
ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of 


Chriſt. Acts iv. 17, 18. 
4. That therefore Things ordain- 


ed by them, as neceſſary to Sal- 


vation, 
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vation, have neither Strength nor 
Authority, unleſs it miy be de- 
clared, that they be taken out of 
the Holy Scripture. 
Rom. 111. 4. God forbid : yea, let God 
. true, and every man a liar. Acts v. 


Then Peter and the other apoſtles 
ee and ſaid, We ought to obey 


God rather than men. 


The apoſtles determined controveriſen 
(or diſputes) in the church according to 
what was written in the ſcripture. Acis 


XV. Gal. i. 8. 


XXII. 
9. HAT does the /wenty ſecond Ar- 
ticle treat of ? 
A. Of Purgatory. It teacheth us, 


1. That the Romiſh Doctrine 


concerning Purgatory is repugnant 


(or contrary) to the Word of God. 


1 Jahn i. 7. —The blood of Jeſus | 


Chriſt his fon cleanſeth us from all fin. 


Rev. xiv. 13. And I heard a voice from 


heaven, laying unto me, W. ite, Bleſſed 


5 are 
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are the dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : yea, faith the ſpirit, that they 


nant (or contrary) to the Word ot 


God. 

Mark ii. 7. —Who can forgive fins, 
but God only ? 

Acts x. 43. To him give all the pro- 


phets witneſs, that through his name 


whoſoever believeth in him, {hall receive 
remiſſion of fins. 
3. That the Romfh Doctrine concer n 


ing Worthipping ad Adoration ol 
Images, is a fond Thing, vainly 


invented, and repugnant (or con- 


trary) to the Word of God. 


Mat. iv. 10. — Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 


ierve. 


Exod. XX. 4, 5. Thou ſhalt not make 
into thee any graven image, or any like-| 
gels of any thing, that is in heaven above, 
01 


may reſt from their labours; and their 
works do follow them. | | 
2. That the Nomiſb doctrine concern- 


ing Pardons (that is to lay, of the 
Pope's Power to forgive Sins) 1s ue 


f 
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called it Nchuſhtan. 


( 59) 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 


in the water under the earth. Thou ſhalt 


not bow down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve 
them : for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, viſiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate 
me. 

Deut. xxvii. 15. Curſed be the man 
that maketh any graven or molten image, 
an abomination unto the Lord, the work 
of the hands of the craftſman, and put- 
teth it in a ſecret place: and all the peo- 


ple ſhall anſwer and ſay, Amen. 


1 John v. 2 1. Little children, keep your 
ſelves from idols. 


4. That the Rombh Doctrine con- 


cerning Worſhipping and Adoration of 
Reliques, or Remains of Saints and fa- 
cred Things, is likewiſe a vain Inven- 


tion, contrary to the Word of God. 


2 Kings xvii. 4. Hezekiah removed 
the high places, and brake the images, 
and cut down the groves, and brake in 
pieces the braſen ſerpent that Moſes had 


made: for unto thoſe days the children 


Of Ifrael did burn incenſe to it: and he 
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2 Kings xxili. 18. And he faid, Let | 
him alone, let no man move his bones: 
ſo they let his bones alone, with the 
bones of the prophet that came out of 
damaria. 
Mat. xxlil. 29. Wo unto you, ſeribes 
and Phariſees, hypocrites; becauſe ye | 
build the tombs of the prophets, and gar- 
niſh the ſepulchres of the righteous. 
5. That the Romiſb Doctrine concern- 


ing the Invocation of (or praying 21 
to) Saints, is a vain Invention, | © 
grounded on no Warranty of 
Scripture, but rather repugnant, | 
or Contrary, to it. x 

Lal. Ixv. 2. O thou that heareſt pray- 
er, unto. thee ſhall all fleſh come. 


Thal. 1. 14, 15. Offer unto God thank(- 


giving, and pay thy vows unto. the moſt | 
High. And call upon me in the day of | t. 
trouble ; and I will deliver thee. 9 
Rev. xix. 10. And I fell at his ſeet to 
worſhip him: and he ſaid unto me, Sce * 
thou do it not: I am thy fellow-ſervant, ſc 

and of thy brethren that have the teſti- | 
mony of Jeſus: worſhip God. te 
un. 
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XXIII. 


2. HAT does the /wenty third Ar- 


ticle treat of? 
A. Of miniſtering in the Congregation. 
It teacheth us three Things. 
1. That it is not lawful for any 


Man to take upon him the Othce 
of publick Preaching in the Con- 
gregation, before he be lawtully 
called, and ſent. 


Rom, x. 15. How fhall they preach; 
except they be ſent ? 

Heb. v. 4. —No man taketh this ho- 
nour unto himſelf, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron. As xx. 28. Jer. 
XXIIl. 2 1,32. Mat. 1x. 38. 

2. That it is not lawful for any Man 


to take upon him the Office of minil- 
tering the Sacraments in the Con- 
gregation, before he be lawfully 
called, and ſent to execute the 


ſame. 


Mat. XXVill. 19. G9 ve therefore: and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and ot the Son, and 


of the holy Ghoſt. Mts 


( 62) 


Ads xx. 7. And upon the firſt day of | 


| 


the week, when the diſciples came toge- 
ther to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them. 


3. That thoſe we ought to judge 
levfally called and ſent, which 


be choſen and called ts this Work 
by Men who have publick Au- 
thority given unto them in the 
Congregation, to call and ſend 
Miniſters into the Lord's Vine- 


yard. 


dained them elders in every church, and 


had prayed with faſting : they commend- L 


ed them to the Lord, on whom they be- 
lieved. _ | 

1 Tim. w.14. N eglect not the gift 
that is in thee, which was given thee by 


prophecy, _ with the laying on of the 


hands of the preſbytery. 

Tit. 1. 5. For this cauſe left I thee in 
Crete, that thou ſhouldſt ſet in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordain el- 
ders in every city, as 1 had e 
thee. 
XXIV 


Ads xiv. 23. And when they had or- 


: V 
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Po p © 1 
V 7 HAT does the twenty fourth Ar- 
ticle treat of ? 
A. Of ſpeaking in the Congregation, in 


ſuch a Tongue as the People underſtandeth,. 
It teacheth us two Things. 


1. That it is plainly repugnant 
(or contrary) to the Word of God, 
to have publick Prayer in the 
Church, or to miniſter the Sacra- 
ments in a Tongue not underſtood 


of the People. 


1 Cor. xiv. 19, 28, —In the church I 
had rather ſpeak five words with my 
underſtanding, that by my voice I might 
teach others alſo, than ten thouſand 
words in an unknown tongue. — If there 
be no interpreter, let him keep ſilence in 
the church. 


2. That this is alſo repugnant, 
or contrary, to the Cuſtom of the 
primitive Church. 

 AFs ii. 11. Cretes and Arabians, we 
do hear them ſpeak in our tongues the 
wonderful works of God, 


XXV. 


( 64 ) 


> © 6 


9, HAT does the twenty fifth Ar- 


| ticle treat of ? 
A.. Of the Sacraments. It teacheth us 


65 Things concerning them. 1. The 


O 


Deſcription of them. 2. The Benefit of 
them. 3. The Number of them. 4. The 
End of them. 5. The Effect of them: 


* 


and, 6. Concerning the Sacraments falſ- 


ly fo called in the Church of Nome. 


o; What doth this Article teach us 


concerning the Deſcription of them? 
A; Toro Things. 


r. That the Sacraments ordain- 
ed of Chriſt, are Badges or To- 
kens of Chriſtian Mens Profeſſion. 


Gal. iii. 27, 28. —As many of you as 
have been baptized into Chriſt, have put 
on Chriſt. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye 
are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. 

I Cyr. X11, 13. —By one. ſpirit are we 
all baptized into one body. 1 Cer. x. 17. 


2. That the Sacraments ordained of 
Chiiſt, be not only Badges or Tokens o 


Cbriſ- 


( 65) 


Chriſtian Mens Profeſſion, but rather 


that they be certain ſure Witneſ⸗ 
ſes, and effectual Signs of Grace, 


and God's good Will towards us. 

Ads ii. 38. Then Peter ſaid unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of jeſus Chriſt, for the 
remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive the 
gift of the holy Ghoſt. 

Eph. v. 25, 26. —Chriſt loved the 
church and gave himſelf for it: that he 
might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the 


waſhing of water, by the word. 


Mat. xxvi. 28. For this is my blood 


of the new teſtament, which is ſhed for 


many for the remiſſion of fins. 
9, What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Benefit of the Sacraments ? 


A, That by the Sacraments God 
doth work inviſibly in us, and doth 
not only quicken, but alſo ſtreng- 
then and confirm our Faith in 
Bn... - 

Rom. iv. 1 1. And he received the ſign 


of circumciſion, a ſeal of the righteout- 


. neſs of the faith, which he had yet be- 
ing uncircumciſed. 1 Cer, 


(66) 
1 Cor. x. 16. The cup of bleſſing which 


we bleſs, is it not the communion of the | 


blood of Chriſt ? The bread which we 


break, is it not the communion of the | 


body of Chriſt ? 
9, What doth this Article teach u. 
concerning the Number of them? 


A. That there are two Sacra 
ments ordained by Chriſt ou: 
Lord in the Goſpel, that is to fay, 


Baptiſm, and the Supper of the]. 


Lord. 


— 


Mat. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the holy Ghoſt. 

Mat. xxvi. 26, 27. —As they were 
eating, Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed it, 
and brake it, and gave it to the diſciples, 
and faid, T ake, eat; this is my body. 


And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 


and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye 
all of it. 1 Cor. x. 1—4. Ads ii. 38, 


41, 42. 


2, What nk this Article teach u 


concerning the End of the Sacraments ? 


A. Tha 


(67) 
A. That the Sacraments were 
not ordained of Chriſt to be gazed 
upon, or to be carried about, but 


that we ſhould duly uſe them. 

15 I Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25. I have receiv- 

| ed of the Lord, that which alſo I deliver- 

ed unto you, that the Lord Jeſus, the 

ſame night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread : and when he had given 
„ thanks, he brake it, and faid, Take, eat; 

hel this is my body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of me. 

nd) After the ſame manner alſo he took the 
the cup, when he had ſupped, faying, This 
ind cup is the new teſtament in my blood: 

this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
membrance of me. ” 
if 9. What doth this Article teach us con- 


les cerning the Effect of the Sacraments? 
| A. Two Things. 


nk, 1. That the Sacraments have a 

ye wholſome Effect or Operation in 
35 ſuch only as worthily receive the 

b u dame. : 

\ts? Mar. xvi. 16. He that believeth, and 

1s baptized, ſhall be faved ; but Bs 

| at 


( 68 ) 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned, 
1 Cor. xi. 28. —Let a man examine 
himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. 
2. That they who receive them 
unworthily, purchaſe to them- 


{elves Damnation, as St. Paul ſaith. 


1 Cor. xi. 29, —He that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink- | 
eth damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning | 


the Lord's body. 

2. What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Sacraments falily fo called 
in the Church of Rome? 

A. Two Things. 


1. That thoſe five commonly 
called Sacraments, that is to ſay,| 


Confirmation, Penance, Orders, 


Matrimony, and Extreme Unc- 


tion, are not to be counted for 

Sacraments of the Goſpel. 

2. That theſe five commonly 
called Sacraments, have grown 


partly of the corrupt following of 
the 


bes 


/ 


| tog; 


( 69) 
the Apoſtles, partly are States of 
Life allowed by the Scriptures : 
but yet have not like Nature of 
| | Sacraments with Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, for that they have 


not any viſible Sign or Ceremony 


| | ordained of God. 
y Col. ii. 8. Beware leſt any man ſpoil 
you through philoſophy and vain deceit, 


after the traditions of men, after the ru- 


5 | diments of the world, and not after Chriſt. 
d Hs. xifi. 9. Gal. iv. 9. Rom. xvi. 17. 
9 0 . 
7 XXVI. 


an WI AT does the /wenty /ixth Ar- 
ticle treat of? 

c- A. Of the Unworthineſs of the Minif. 
or ,, which hinders nat the Effect of the 
Re aments, It teacheth us five Things. 


That in the viſible Church 


ly the Evil are ever mingled with the 
75 Good. 


Mat. xiii. 30, 47. — Let both grow 
the together until the harveſt.— Again, the 


king- 


(79) 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a net 
that was caſt into the ſea, and gathered 
of every kind. 


2. That ſometime the Evil have 
chief Authority in the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Word and Sacraments. 


Mat. xxiil. 2. — The ſcribes and the 


Phariſees ſit in Moſes ſeat. 
Acts i. 17. 


their miniſtry. 
That yet foraſmuch as they 


do not the ſame in their own | 


Name, but in Chriſt's, and do 


miniſter by his Commiſſion and 
Authority, we may uſe their Mi- 
niftry, both in hearing the Word 


of God, and in receiving of the 


Sacraments. 
Mat. xxili. 2, 
Phariſees ſit in Moſes ſeat. 


3. — The ſcribes and the 
All there- 


fore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, 
that obſerve and do; but do not ye after 


for they ſay, and do not. 


their works: 


— Judas was numbered with | 
the twelve apoſtles, and obtained part of | 


Phil. i. 18. What then? ? notwithſtand- 


ing 


pany” — 


6 


ing every way, whether in pretence, or 
in truth, Chriſt is preached; and I 


therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 


2 Cor. iv. 5, — We preach not our- 


ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ; and 


ourſelves your ſervants for Jeſus fake. 
Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Cor. iv. I. 


4. That neither is the Effect of 
Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by 


their Wickedneſs, nor the Grace 
of God's Gifts diminiſhed from 


ſuch, as by Faith, and rightly do 


receive the Sacraments miniſtered 


unto them, which be effectual, 
becauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution and 
Promiſe, although they be miniſ- 
tered by evil Men. 

I Cor. iii. 7. - Neither is he that plant- 


eth any thing, neither he that watereth: 


but God that giveth the increaſe. T7, 
1. 5 


b That nevertheleſs, it apper- 


taineth to the Diſcipline of the 
Church, that Enquiry be made of 


evil 


1 
evil Miniſters, and that they 
accuſed by thoſe that have Know- 
ledge of their Offences: and final- 
ly Foe found guilty, by juſt 
Judgment be depoſed. 


Mat. v. iz. le are the ſalt of the 
earth: but if the falt have loſt his ſa- 
vour, wherewith ſhall it be falted ? it 1s 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be 


caſt out, and to be troden under foot off 


men. 
1 Kings ii. 27. So Solomon thruſt out 


Abiathar from beins g prieſt unto the Lord. | 


1 Tim. v. 19,20. 


L 


XXVII. 
0 HAT does the 7wenty fexent! 

Article treat of ? 

A. Of Baptiſm. It teacheth us thre 

Things concerning it. 1. The Defcrip 

tion of Baptiſm. 2. The Benefit of Bap 

tum. 3. Concerning 


young Children. 


. What doth this Article teach | ; 


concerning the Deſcription of Baptiſm ' 


A. 


be | 


the Baptiſm © | 


Twi 


673) 
A. Two Things. 


1. That Baptiſm is A sign of 
Profeſſion, and Mark of Diffe- 
rence, whereby Chriſtian Men are 
diſcerned from others that be not 


chriſtened. 


Gal. iii. 27, 28. — As many of you as 
have been baptized into Chriſt, have put 
on Chriſt. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there 1s neither bond nor free ; 
there 1s neither male nor female : for ye 
are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. 

1 Cor. xii. 13. —By one ſpirit are we 
all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we he bond 
or tree ; and have been all made to drink 
into one {pirit. 


That Baptiſm is not only a 
en of Profeſſion, but it is alſo 
a Sign of Regeneration or New 


Birth. 


Tif. iii. 56. According to his mercy 
he faved us by the waſhing of regenera- 


| tion, and renewing of the holy Ghoſt. 


Eph, v. 25, 20. —Chrilt loved the 
E church, 


(74) 
church, and gave himſelf for it : that he 
might fanRtiſy and cleanſe it with the 


waſhing of water by the word. Rom. 


Iv. 1: 

9, What doth this Article teach us 
concerning the Benefit of Baptiſm ? 
A. Three Things. 


1. That by it, as by an Inſtru- 
ment, they that receive Baptiſm 
rightly, are grafted into the 
Church. 


1 Cor. xii. 13. —By one ſpirit are we 


all baptized into one body — 
Gal. iii. 27. As many of you as have 


been baptized into Chriſt, have put on | 


Chriſt. 


2. That by Baptiſm the Pro- 


miſes of the Forgiveneſs of Sin, 
and of our Adoption to be the 


Sons of God, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
are viſibly ſigned and ſealed. 


Acts ii. 3 8. Then Peter ſaid unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of] © 
you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the] | 


remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive the. 
Rom. 


gift of the holy Ghoff. 


C75 
Rom. viii. 15. Ve have received the 
ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Ab- 
ba, Father. 
Mark i. 4. John did baptize in the 
wilderneſs, and preach the baptiſm of re- 
pentance for the remiſſion of fins. 


3. That by Baptiſm Faith is 
confirmed, and Grace increaſed 


| by virtue of Prayer unto God. 
- Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 
e Adds xxii. 16, And now why tarrieſt 
thou ? Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh 
e away thy fins, calling on the name of the 
nm | Lord. 
1 Pet. iii. 2 1. The like figure where- 
3- | unto, even baptiſm, doth alſo now fave 
us (not the putting away the filth of the 
Ni fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſci- 
he | ence towards God) by the reſurrection of 
{t,| Jeſus Chriſt. Zeb. x. 22. 
| 2. What doth this Article teach us 


| concerning the Baptiſm of young chil- 
of dren ? 


118 a That the Baptiſm of young 
the Children! 18 in any wile to be re- 


val E 2 tained 


(76 ) 
tained in the Church, as moſt 
agreeable with the Inſtitution of 


Chriſt. 

Acls ii. 38, 39. Then Peter ſaid unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jeſus Chritt, | 


for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall re- 


ceive the gift of the holy Ghoſt. For | 


the promiſe is unto you, and to your | 


children. 
Mat. xix. 14. —Jeſus ſaid, Suffer lit- 


tle children, and forbid them not to come 
unto me: for of ſuch is the kingdom of 
„God. Mar, x. 14. 1 Cr. Vil. 14. 


XXVIII. 
-& W HAT does the Hoe, eig. th Ar- 


ticie treat of ? 


A. Of the Lord's Supper. It teacheth 


us five Things concerning it. 1. The 
Defcription of it. 2. The Benefit of it 
3. The Falſity of Tranſubſtantiation, 
4. The Manner of taking the Lord“ 
Supper; and, 5. The End of it. 


9, What doth this Article teach u] 


concerning the Deſcription of the Lord 
Supper? 


/ 

4! 
= 
E il 


_ (77-3 
4 Two Things. 


1. T hat the Tapper of the Lord 


is a Sign of the Love that Chrit 


tians ought to have among them- 


ſelves one to another. 


1 Con. x. 17. —We being many are 
one bread, and one body: for we are all 
partakers of that one bread. 


2. That the Lord's Supper is not 


only. a Sign of the Love that Chriſ- 


tians ought to have among them- 
{elves one to another ; but rather 
it is a Sacrament of our Redemp- 


tion by Chriſt's Death. 


Luke xxil. 19, 20. He took bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, ſaying, This 1s my body which is 
given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me, Likewiſe alto the cup after ſup- 
per, ſaying, This cup is the new teſta- 


ment in my blood, which 1s ſhed for 


'p 


YOu. 
John vi. 54, 55. Whoſo eateth my 


fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eter- 


nal life, and I will raiſe him up at the 


| 3 laſt 


4 
laſt day. For my fleſh is meat indeed, 


and my blood is drink indeed. 1 Cor. 


X. 16. 
9, What doth this Article teach us 


concerning the Benefit of the Lord's Sup- | 


per? 


A. That to ſuch therefore as 


rightly, worthily, and with Faith 
receive the Lord's Supper, the 


Bread which we break, is a Par- 
taking of the Body of Chriſt, and 


likewiſe the Cup of Bleſling is a 


Partaking of the Blood of Chriſt. 


I Cor. x. 16. The cup of bleſſing which | 


we bleſs, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Chriſt? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Chriſt? 

Luke xxii. 19, 20. He took bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, ſaying, This is my body which 1s 
given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me. Likewile alſo the cup after ſup- 
per, ſaying, This cup is the new teſta- 
ment in my blood, which is ſhed tor 
you. Mat, xxvi. 26, 27, 28. 
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9. What doth this Article teach us 


concerning the Falſity of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion? 


A. That Tranſubſtantiation (or 
the Change of the Subſtance of 
Bread and Wine) in the Supper of 
the Lord, cannot be proved by 
holy Writ, but that it is repug- 


nant (or contrary) to the plain 
Words of Scripture, overthroweth 


the Nature of a Sacrament, and 
hath given Occaſion to many Su-- 
perſtitions. 


1 Cor. xi. 26. —As often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew 
the Lord' s death till he come. 

9, What doth this Article teach us 


concerning the Manner of taking the 


Lord's Supper ? 
A. Two Things. 


1. That the Body of Chriſt is 
given, taken, and eaten in the 
Cupper, only after an heavenly 
and ſpiritual manner. 

E 4 Jahn 


rr .. A evo 


„ 
John v1.63. It is the ſpirit that quick- 
eneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing: the 
words that J ſpeak unto you, they are 


ſpirit, and they are life. 
1 Cor. x. 3, 4. They did all eat the 


ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all drink the 
ſame ſpiritual drink: (For they drank of 
that ſpiritual rock that followed them, 
and that rock was Chriſt.) 1Cor. x. 20, 2 1. 


2. That the Mean whereby the 


Body of Chriſt is received and 


eaten in the (Lord's) Supper, is 


Faith. 


John vi. 35. And Jeſus faid unto them, | 


I am the bread of life: he that cometh 
to me ſhall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me, fhall never thirſt. 


Eph. iii. 17. That Chriſt may dwell in 


your hearts by faith— 


9. What doth this Article teach us | 


concerning the End of the Lord's Sup- 
Per? - 


Lord's Supper was not by Chriſt's 
Ordinance reſerved, carried about, 


lifted up, or worthipped. 


A T hs the Sacrament of the| 


1 Gor; 


AG 
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1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25. —The Lord Je- 
ſus, the ſame night in which he was be- 


trayed, took bread : And when he had 


given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Take, 
eat; this is my body, Which is broken 
for you; this do in remembrance of me. 
After the ſame manner alſo he took the 
cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, This 
cup is the new teſtament in my blood: 

this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 

membrance of me. 


XXIX. . 
II/ HAT does the 7wventy nmth Ar- 
ticle treat of; 


A. Of the Wicked, which eat not the 


| Body of Chrift in the Uſe of the Lord's 


Supper. It teacheth us two Things. 


1. That the Wicked, and ſuch 
as be void of a lively Faith, al- 
though they do carnally and viſi- 
bly preſs with their Teeth, (as St. 
Auguſtine ſaith) the emen of 


che Body and Blood of Chriſt, yet 


E 5 in 


(82) 
in no wiſe are they Partakers of 
Chriſt. 


1 Cor, x. 21. Ve cannot drink the cup 


of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye | 
cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, 


and the table of devils. 


I Cor, xi. 18, 20. —When ye come 
together in the church, I hear that there 
be diviſions among you; and I partly 
believe it. When ye come together there- | 


fore into one place, this is not to eat the 
Lord's ſupper. 


1 Cor. x. 3,4,5. And did all eat the | 
ſame fpiritual meat; and did all drink | 
the ſame fpiritual drink. - But with ma- 


ny of them God was not well pleaſed : 
tor they were overthrown in the wilder- 
neſs, 


2. That the Wicked do. rather 


to their Condemnation eat and 
drink the Sign or Sacrament of 
o great a Thing. 

1 Cor. xi. 27, 29, 30. —Whoſoever 


ſhall eat this bread and drink this cup of | 


the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord. For 


he 


. 


(83 ) 
he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
cateth and drinketh damnation to him- 
ſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's body. For 
this cauſe many are weak and ſickly a- 
mong you, and many ſleep. 


XXX. 
9.XX7 HAT does the thirtieth Article 
treat of ? 


A. Of both Kinds. It teacheth ustwo 
Things. 


1. That the Cup of the Lord is 


not to be denied to the Lay Peo- 
ple. 


1 Cor. xi. 28. — Let a man examine 
himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that bread, 
and Sink of that cup 


2. That both the Parts of the 
Lord's Sacrament, by Chriſt's Or- 
dinance andCommandment ought 
to be miniſtered to all Chriſtian 


Men alike. 


Mat. xxvi, 26, 27. And as they were 


eating, Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed it, 
and brake it, and gave it to the diſciples, 


and 


684) 
and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body. 
And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all 
. 1 Cor. l. 26, 27, 28. 
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XXII. 
N ꝗW II does the thirty firft Ar- 


ticle treat of ? 


A. Of the one Oblation of Chriſt finiſh- 


ed upon the Crofs. It teacheth us three 


Things concerning it. 


1. That the Offering of Chriſt 
once made is that perfect Re- 
demption, Propitiation, and Sa- 
tisfaction for all the Sins of the 
whole World, both Original and 
Actual. 

Hieb. vu. 27. Who needeth not daily, 


as thoſe high prieſts, to offer up ſacrifice, 


firſt for his own fins, and then for the 
peoples: for this he did once, when he 


offered u p himſelf. 


Heb. ix. 12, 26, 28. Neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own 


blood he entered in once into the holy 
place, 


„ „ Es "4 


* 8 bore 
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place, having obtained eternal redemp- 


tion for us. —Now once in the end of 
the world, hath he appeared to put away 
fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. Chriſt 
was once offered to bear the fins of ma- 
ny — 1 Pet. ii. 24. 1 Jon li. 2. 

2. That there is none other Sa- 
tisfaction for Sin but that (/ 
Chriſt) alone. 


Heb. x. 12, 14, 26. But this man after 
he had offered one ſacrifice for ſins, for 
ever fat down on the right hand of God. 
For by one offering he hath perfected for 
ever them that are ſanctified. For if we 
fin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remain- 
eth no more ſacrifice for fins. _ 


3. That therefore the Sacrifices 
of Maſſes, in the which it was 


commonly ſaid, that the Prieſt did 


offer Chriſt for the Quick and the 
Dead, to have Remiſſion of Pain 
or Guilt, were blaſphemous Fables, 


and dangerous Conceits. 


Feb. x. 14, 18. For by one offering he 
hath 


(86) 
hath perfected for ever them that are ſanc- 
tified. — Now, where remiſſion of theſe 
is, there is no more offering for ſin. 

1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. O Timothy, keep 
that which is committed to thy truſt, 
avoiding profane and vain babblings, and 
oppoſitions of ſcience falſly ſo called: 
which ſome profeſſing, have erred con- 
cerning the faith. — 


—_ 


XXXII. 


9.NA7 HAT does the thirty ſecond | 


Article treat of? 


A. Of the Marriage of Prieſts. It B 


teacheth us two Things. 


1. That Biſhops, Prieſts and 


Deacons, are not commanded by 
God's Law, either to vow the | 


Eſtate of ſingle Life, or to ab- 
ſtain from Marriage. 


Heb. xiii. 4. Marriage is honourable in 


all, and the bed undefiled : but whore- 
mongers and adulterers God will judge. 
1 Cor. vii. 2. —To avoid fornication, 


let every man have his own wife, and | 
let 


„ 
let every woman have her own huſband, 
2. That it is therefore lawful for 


them, as for all other Chriſtian 
Men, to marry at their own Diſ- 
cretion, as they ſhall judge the 


ſame to ſerve better to Godlineſs. 
1 Tim, ili. 2, 12. A biſhop muſt be 
blameleſs, the huſband of one wife, vi- 
gilant, ſober, of good behaviour, given 
to hoſpitality, apt to teach. Let the dea- 
cons be the huſbands of one wite, ruling 
their children, and their own houſes well. 
1 Cor. ix. g. Have we not power to 
lead about a fiſter a wife as well as 
other apoſtles, and as the brethren of the 


Lord, and Cephas? 1 Tim. iv. 1—3z. 
Fit. 5, 0. 


XXXIII. 
9, HAT does the 7h:rty third Ar- 
ticle treat of? 
A. Of Excommunicate Perſons, how 
they are to be avoided, It teacheth us, 


That the Perſon which by open 


Denun- 


688) 
Denunciation of the Church, is 
rightly cut off from the Unity of 
the Church, and Excommunicat- 
ed, ought to be taken of the 
whole Multitude of the Faithful 
as an Heathen and Publican, un- 
til he be openly reconciled by 
Penance, and received into the 
Church by a Judge that hath Au- 


thority thereunto. 

Mat, xviii. 15, 16, 17. If thy brother 
ſhall treſpaſs againft thee, go and tell 
him his fault. between thee and him a- 
lone: if he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt 
gained thy brother. But if he will not 
hear thee, then take with thee one. or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witneſſes every word may be eſta- 


bliſhed. And if he ſhall neglect to hear 


them, tell it unto the church: but if he 


neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a pub- 
Iican. 

Cor. v. , 5, 11, 13. In the name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt when ye are ga- 
ther ed 


( 39 ) 
thered together, and my ſpirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to de- 
liver ſuch an one unto Satan for the de- 
ſtruction of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may 
be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus. — 
If any man that is called a brother be a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or 
a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, 


With ſuch an one nonot to eat. But them 


that are without, God judgeth. There- 
fore put away from among yourſelves that 
wicked perſon. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8. 


W * 


XXXIV. 


VV HAT does the thirty fourth Are 


ticle treat of ? 
A. Of the Traditions of the Church. 
It teacheth us. four Things concerning 
them. 


1. That it is not neceſſary that 
Traditions and Ceremonies be in 
all Places one, or utterly like, for 


at all Times they have been di- 


VETrs, 


RY 


(90) : 
The Apoſtles preached, baptized, and 
miniſtered the Lord's Supper, ſometimes * 
publickly in the Church, and at other 
times in private Houſes. (As v. 42. 


l. 41. xvi. 33.) The Apoſtles ordained, 


that the People ſhould abſtain from meats * 
offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things ſtr angled. Afterwards, they 
enjoined them to eat whatſoever was fold : 
in the ſhambles, aſking no queſtion for | 


conſcience fake ; and that nothing was to 


be refuſed, if it be received with thankſ- 
giving. As xv. 29. 1 Cor. x. 25. 1 Tim. 


W. 4. 
2. That Rites and Ceremonies 


may be changed according to the 


Diverſity of Countries, Times, and 
Mens Manners, ſo that nothing 
be ordained againſt God's Word. 


I Cor. xi. 2. Now I praiſe you, bre- | 
thren, that you remember me in all 


things, and keep the ordinances, as I 


delivered them to you. [It is further * 


confirmed by the Proofs above. ] 


3. That whoſoever through his | 
private Judgment, willingly and 
pur- 


4 ys 8 Fu A Þ 
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] _ purpoſely, doth openly break the 


Traditions and Ceremonies of the 
Church, which be not repugnant 
(or contrary) to the Word of God, 

and be ordained by Common Au- 


| . thority, ought to be rebuked open- 


ly (that other may fear to do the 
like) as he that offendeth againſt 
the common Order of the Church, 
and hurteth the Authority of the 
Magiſtrate, and woundeth the 


Conſciences of the weak Brethren. 
1 Tim. v. 20. Them that fin, rebuke 


before all, that others alſo may fear. 


1 Pet. ii. 13. Submit yourſelves to eve- 
ry ordinance of man for the Lord's fake, 
I Cor. viii. 12. Rom. X11. 1,2. 

4. That every particular or Na- 
tional Church, hath Authority to 


ordain, change and aboliſh Cere- 
monies or Rites of the Church, 
' ordained only by Man's Autho- 


rity, ſo that all Things be done to 


| edifyin g. 1 Cor. 


( 92 ) 


1 Cor. xiv. 26, 40. Leet all things be 


done to edifying. Let all things be done 


decently, and in order. 
2 Cor. xiii. 10. — According to the 


power which the Lord hath given me to 


edification, and not to deſtruction, 


XXXV. 


SW BAT does the thirty ff . F 


ticle treat of ? 
A. Of Homihes, It teacheth us, 


That the ſecond Book of the Ho- 
milies (the Titles whereot are 
Joined under this Article) doth 


contain a godly and wholſome 


Doctrine, and neceſſary for theſe 
Times, as doth the former Book 


of Homilies, which were ſet forth 


in the Time of Edward the Sixth, 
and are therefore to be read in 
Churches by the Miniſters, dili- 
gently and diſtinctly, that they 
may be underſtood by the People. 


XXXVI. 
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XXXVI. 
2. 3 \ HAT does the thirty fixth Ar- 


ticle treat of ? 


A. Of Conſecration of Biſhops and Mi- 
r It teacheth us, that The Book 


of Conſecration of Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, and Ordering of 
Prieſts and Deacons, ſet forth in 
the Time of Edward the Sixth, 


and confirmed at the ſame Time 


by Authority of Parliament, doth 


contain all Things neceſſary to 
ſuch Conſecration and Orq; ring; 
neither hath it any Thing that 
of itſelf is ſuperſtitious and un- 


godly. 


2. That therefore whoſoever are 


Conſecrated or Ordered accord- 
ing to the Rites of that Book, 
are decreed to be Rightly, Order- 


ly, and co Conſecrated and 


Ordered. 
XXXVII. 
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XXXVII. 


** V HAT does the 2hirty ſeventh 
Article treat of ? 


A. Of the Civil Magiſtrates. It teach- 
eth us eight Things. 


1. That the King's Majeſty hath 
the chief Power in this Realm of 


England, and other His Domi- 
nions, unto whom the Chief Go- 


vernment of all Eſtates of this 


Realm, whether they be Eccle- 
fiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes 


doth appertain. 


Rom &ciii. 1,2, 5. Let every ſoul be 
ſubject unto the higher powers. For there 


is no power but of God: the powers that 


be are ordained of God ; whoſoever there- 
fore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the or- 
dinance of God: and they that reſiſt, 
ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 
Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not 
only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 

ſake. 
1 Tim. ii, 1, 2. I exhort therefore, that 
firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, inter- 
Ceſſions, 
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ceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men. For kings, and for all that 
are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable lite, in all godlineſs 
and honeſty. 2 Kings ii. 26, 27. 


2, That the King's Majeſty is 
not, nor ought to be ſubject to 


| any Foreign Juriſdiction. 


Eccleſ. viii. 2, 3, 4. J counſel thee to 
keep the king's commandment, and that 
in regard of the oath of God. — He doth 
whatſoever pleaſeth him ; for where the 
word of a king 1s, there is power : and 
who may ſay unto him, What doſt thou? 

„ Submit yourſelves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
ſake: whether it be to the king, as ſu- 
preme, or unto governors, as unto them 


that are ſent by him for the puniſhment 


of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them 
that do well. 


3. That we give not to our 
Princes the Miniſtering either of 


God's Word, or of the Sacraments. 
2 Chron, xxvi. 18. And they withſtood 


 Uzziah the king, and faid unto him, It 


apper- 


* 
-— TOO. LR 


( 96 ) 


appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to 
burn incenſe unto the Lord but to the 
prieſts the ſons of Aaron, that are conſe- 
crated to burn incenſe : go out of the 
ſanctuary, for thou haſt treſpaſſed, nei- 
ther ſhall it be for thine honour from the ? 


Lord God. 


2 Chron. xxix. 11. Hezekiah faid to : 
the prieſts and Levites, My ſons, be not 
now negligent, for the Lord hath choſen 3 


you to ſtand before him, to ſerve him, 
and that you ſhould miniſter unto him, 
and burn incenſe. 

2 Chron. xix. II. Jehoſhaphat ſaid, Be- 
hold Amariah the chief prieſt is over you 
in all matters of the Lord ; and Zebadi- 
ah the fon of Ithmael, the ruler of the 
houſe of Judah, for all the kings mat- 
ters: alſo the Levites ſhall be officers be- 
fore you. Deal courageouſly, and the 


Lord ſhall be with the good. 
4. That we give to the King's 


Majeſty that only Prerogative | 
which we ſee to have been given 
always to all godly Princes in | 


holy Scripture by God himſelf; 


hat 


2 
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that is, that they ſhould rule all 


Eſtates and Degrees committed 
to their Charge by God, whether 


they be Eccleſiaſtical or Tempo- 


ral. 
2 Chron, XI. 5, ©. ern ſet 
judges in the land, throughout all the 
fenced cities of Judah, city by city, and 
ſaid to the judges, Take heed what ye 
do: for ye judge not for man, but tor 
the Lord, who is with you in the judg- 
ment. 

2 Hon. xxxIi. 2, 4. And Hezckiah S 
0 the courſes of the prieſts, and 
the Levites after their courſes, every man 


according to his ſervice ; the. prieſts and 


Levites for burnt-offerings, and for peace- 
offerings, to miniſter and to give thanks, 

and to praiſe. 1 in the gates of the tents of 
the Lord. Moreover, he commanded 
the people that dwelt in Jeruſalem, to 
give the portion of the prieſts, and the 
Levites, that they might be encouraged 


in ” lows of the Lord. 


. That it belongs to o the King 8 
Melt) to reſtrain with the Civil 
F Sword 


(98) 
Sword the Stubborn and evil 


Doers. 

2 Kings xiv. 5. And it came to paſs, 

as ſoon as the kingdom was confirmed in 
the hands of King Amaziah, that he 
flew his ſervants which had lain the king 
his father. 

Rom. xiii. 4. For he (that is, the King) 
is the miniſter of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 
for he beareth not the ſword in vain: for 


he is the miniſter of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doth evil. 


2 Sam. iv. II, 12. 


6. That the Biſhop of Rome | 
hath no Juriſdiction i in this Realm 


of England. 
, Feed the flock of God 
which is among you, taking the over- 
fight thereof, not by conſtraint, but wil- 
lingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a rea- 
dy mind. Neither as being lords over 
God's heritage, but being enſamples to 
the flock. 

Mat. xx. 25, 26. —Jeſus called them 


1 him, and ſaid, Ye know that the | 


- princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion 


over 


eL 
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over them, and they that are great, exer- 
ciſe authority upon them. But it ſhall 
not be ſo among you, but whoſoever will 
be great among you, let him be your 
miniſter. 


7, That the Laws of the Realm 
may puniſh Chriſtian Men with 
Death, for heinous and. grievous 
Offences. 

Gen. ix. 6. Whoſo ſheddeth man's 


blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed.: 


for in the i image of God made he man. 
Mat. xxvi. 52. —All they that take 


the ſword, ſhall periſh with the ſword. 


8. That it is lawful for Chriſ- 
tian Men, at the Commandment 
of the Magiſtrate, to wear Wea- 


pons,. and ſerve in the Wars. 


P/al. cxliv. 1. Bleſſed be the Lord my 
ſtrength, which teacheth my hands to- 
war and my fingers to fight. : 

Luke iii. 14. And the ſoldiers likewiſe 
demanded of him, faying, And what 


| ſhall we do? And he ſaid unto them, 
Do violence to no man, neither accuſe 


2 any 


r 
1 
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any falſly, and be content with your 
wages. Acts x. 1,2. 


XXXVIII. 
WHAT does the thirty eigbih Ar- 
ticle treat of? 
A. Of Chriſtian Mens Goods which are 
not common. It teacheth us two Things 
concerning them. 


. "T hat the Riches and Goods 
of Chriſtians are not common, as 
touching the Right, Title, and 
Poſſeſſion of the ſame, as certain 
Anabaptiſts do falſly boaſt. 

Acts v. 4. Whiles it remained, was it 
not thine own ? and after it was fold, 


was it not in thine own power! 


2 Theſſ. vi. 12. Now them that are 


| ſuch, we command and exhort by our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that with quietneſs | 
they work, and eat their own bread, Rom, 
xili. 7, 8. 


2. That notwithfidinding; every 


Man ought, of ſuch Things as he] I 
poſſeſſeth, liberally to give Alms | 


to | 


Ability. 


(6101) 


to the Poor, according to his 


Luke xii. 33. Sell that ye have, and 
give alms: provide yourſelves bags which 


wax not old, a treaſure in the heavens 


that faileth not, where no thief approach- 
eth, neither moth corrupteth. 

2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. —He which ſoweth 
ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo ſparingly : and 
he which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap 
alſo. bountifully. Every man according 
as he purpoſeth in bis heart, ſo let him 
give ; not grudgingly, or of neceſſity : 
2 God loveth a chearful giver. Mat. 

. 34—40. 1 Tim, vi. x7; 19; 10. 
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XXXIX. 


TV HAT does the thirty ninth Ar- . 


ticle treat of? 
A. Of a Chriſtian Man's Oath. It 
teacheth us two Things concerning it. 


1. That vain and raſh Swearing 


is forbidden Chriſtian Men wy our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Mat, 


(102.7) 


Mat. v. 34. But 1 ſay unto you, Sweas 
| not at all, 
James v. 12. TY 7 PR all things, my 
brethren, fwear not; neither by heaven, 
neither by earth, neither by any oath : 
a let your yea, be yea, and your nay, 
, Jeſt ye fall into condemnation. 


YT That Chriſtian Religion 

doth not prohibit, but that a Man 
ſwear, when the Magiſtrate re- 
quireth, in a Cauſe of Faith and 
Charity; ſo it be done according 
to the Prophet's Teaching, in 
Juſtice, Judgment, and Truth. 

Fer. iv. 2. And thou ſhalt ſwear, = 
Lord liveth, in truth, in judgment, and 
in righteouſneſs. 

Heb. vi. 16. —Men ily ſwear. by 


the greater : and an oath for confirma- 
tion is to them an end of all ſtrife, 
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The Reader is defired 70 add the #200 fol. 2 5 3 


lowing Paragraphs, which, by reaſon of 
the Author's „„ the Preſs, came 


Ces. 
After Article xxxv. Pag. z. add, 


The Homilies mentioned in this Ar- 
ticle, containing godly and wholeſome 
Doctrine, they are therefore juſtly judged 
to be read in Churches by the Miniſters, 
diligently and diſtinctly: except there be 


a Sermon. | 


Too late tobe printed in their proper Pla- 


IL 2 
„ 


See Preface to the Book of Homilies. 


Article xxxvi. Pag. 93. at the End of the 
firſt Paragraph, after the Word godly, 
add, . 


Seeing it is not denied, it needs not to 
be proved, that the Biſhops and Miniſ- 
ters are rightly, orderly, and lawfully 
Conſecrated and Ordered, according to 
the faid Book, 1 
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